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1 Venue 
 1.1 Mailspeed Weekend Regatta is organised by Pwllheli Sailing Club (PSC) and 

sponsored by Mailspeed. 
 

 1.2 Any changes to the Sailing Instructions (SI’s) other Notices to Competitors will be 
posted, in writing, on the Official Notice Boards (ONB) which will be situated at PSC at 
least 2 hours before the first scheduled start each day. 
 

   1.3 Signals ashore will be flown from the PSC flagstaff. 
 

2 Registration 
 2.1 Registration can be made at the PSC Race office on Saturday 3rd May 2008.  Race 

packs, sponsors flag and bow decals may be issued at registration. Valid and current, 
One Design, IRC and Sportsboat measurement or rating certificates must be 
presented with the Race Entry Form.  This does not include 1720’s. Hunter 707 and 
SB3’s. 
 

 2.2 Yachts that do not hold a valid IRC certificate may, at the request of the owner, be 
issued with a temporary TCF number to enter racing. 
 

 2.3 Skippers Briefing will be at 09.30 hrs, Saturday 3rd May 2008 at the PSC lecture room.   
 

 2.4 Daily entries accepted up to 10.00 on the day 
 

3 Rules 
 3.1 The event will be sailed under the Racing Rules of Sailing 2005-2008 (RRS), the 

prescriptions of the RYA; IR2000 rules part 1,2 & 3 shall apply, SBR class rules, 
except as any of these are altered by the Notice of Race and the Sailing Instructions. 
 

 3.2 IRC rules 14.1 is amended to the extent that powered winches or other sail or rig 
handling equipment may be used by all boats.  This amends RRS52. 
 

 3.3 Competitors should note PSC implements the RYA Racing Charter and competitors 
are required to undertake to compete in accordance with the Charter. 
 

4 Entries & Eligibility 
 4.1 The Mailspeed Weekend Regatta will provide racing for IRC, Sportsboats and PYS 

rated yachts. 
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 4.2 Class Divisions will depend on entries received. 
 

 4.3 IRC classes may be divided into three bands.  A non-spinnaker class may be 
introduced if sufficient interest is received. 
 

 4.4 Any cabin yacht of minimum length 18ft, with a PYS number below 1175 may enter 
the PYS Class provided she complies with the safety requirement as set out in article 
11 as in NOR. 
 

 4.5 Yachts shall belong to or be chartered to and be under the control of a member of a 
yacht club affiliated to the RYA or other equivalent national authority. 
 

 4.6 The Race Committee reserves the right to refuse any entry and/or to ask any boats to 
complete further undertaking or declarations before accepting their entry. 
 

5 Safety and Inspections 
 5.1 All boats other than Sportsboat shall comply with the Mailspeed Regatta Minimum 

Safety Standards for Cruisers Day Racing as in Notice of Race.  ORC Category 4 will 
fully comply. 
 

 5.2 Sportsboats shall comply with their Class Rules 
 

 5.3 The Mailspeed Regatta Race Committee reserve the right to check any boat to ensure 
compliance with the requirements of their rating and measurement certificates and the 
above safety regulations.  
 

 5.4 Boats that fail an inspection may be disqualified or otherwise penalized at the sole 
discretion of the Race Committee.  (Modifies RRS 60.2, 63.1, & 64.3) 
 

 5.5 All mainsails, overlapping genoas with an LP greater than 1.3 and all spinnakers 
(except for 1720 Sportsboats) must have the correct sail number displayed. 
 

 5.6 All boats may be supplied with sponsor’s decals or flags.  These shall be applied to 
the hulls prior to the start of the first race.  Additionally when racing, boats shall display 
their class flag on their backstay. 
 

6 Communications 
 6.1 The Mailspeed Regatta will have a specifically designated VHF R/T Channel for Race 

Information and competitors shall not transmit  on this channels except in an 
emergency. 
 
 
 
The Race Officers MAY communicate with competitors by text messaging. 
 

VHF  

All classes Channel 17 
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7 Class Flags  
 7.1 Class Flag IRC – TCF - PYS - SBR 

One numeral pennant 1 (White with Red spot) 0.936 or greater 

Two numeral pennant 2 (Blue with White spot) Less than 0.936 

Three numeral pennant 3 (Red, White and Blue vertical stripes) All PY numbers 

Four numeral pennant 4 (Red with white cross) Gentlemens class PY 

Five numeral pennant 5 (Yellow and Blue halved vertically) All Sport Boats 

Six numeral pennant 6 (Yellow and Blue halved vertically) SB3 if sufficient entry  

 7.2 At the discretion of the race officer all classes will start together. Numeral Pennant 2 
will denote all classes to start together. 

8 Race Schedule  
 8.1 The proposed Race Instructions is as follows:- 
                                                                                                      

Date Race Class First   Start 

Saturday 
Skippers Briefing  09.30 at the PSC   
lecture room 

    

Saturday      3 x  Windward Leeward         All Classes 
 

      11.00 hrs 
 

Sunday   2 x Olympic triangle All Classes  11.30 hrs 

Monday 1 x Trapezoid All Classes 10.00 hrs 
 
 8.2 The warning signal for subsequent class will be at the starting signal of the previous 

class that has started correctly. 
   

9 Racing Area & Courses 
 9.1 The Racing Area will be at the Northern part of Cardigan Bay in an area to the south 

and west of Gimblet Rock. The local chart is Admiralty Chart No.1971.  
 

 9.2 Windward leeward courses will be sailed as shown on  Addendum 2 
 

 9.3 Olympic triangle courses will be sailed as shown on  Addendum  3 
 

 9.4 Trapezoid course will be sailed as shown on Addendum 4 
 

10 Changes in Sailing Instructions 
 10.1 International Code Flag `L’ (Black & Yellow Quarters) flown from the flagstaff at PSC 

shall denote a change in sailing instructions posted on the official notice boards.  Such 
flag shall be flown for at least two hours before the first warning signal.  Any and all 
such changes shall be valid and shall be binding on all competitors.  IC Flag L will also 
be flown from the Committee Boat when on station at the race start, and any 
amendments to the sailing instructions will be available to all boats. 
It will be the responsibility of each competing boats to ensure that they receive the 
appropriate amendments. 



 4 

11 Starting 
 11.1 Shall be in accordance with RRS Part 3. 

 
 11.2 A boat shall not start later than 10 minutes after her starting signal. 

 

12 Start line & Finishing line 
 12.1 The starting line for all courses will be between a yellow flag on the mast of the Race 

Committee Boat and an inflatable yellow pillar mark at the other end of the line.  
 

 12.2 The finishing line for all courses will be in the same position as the starting line.  

  
13 Change of course after the start 
 13.1 A change of course after the start will be signalled before the leading boat has begun 

the leg, although the new mark may not then be in position. Any mark to be rounded 
after rounding the new mark may be relocated to maintain the original course 
configuration. When in subsequent changes of course a new mark is replaced, it will 
be replaced with an original mark. 
 

 13.2 Changes to the length of a leg will not be signalled (amends RRS 33) 
  

14 Limit marks 
 14.1 A buoy may be positioned approximately 10 feet astern of the Committee Boat.  Any 

competing boat that passes between this buoy and the Committee Boat at any time is 
liable to disqualification. 
 

 14.2 The attention of competitors is drawn to the provisions of RRS 22. This Rule will 
be strictly enforced at the start of every race. 
 

15 Late starting 
 15.1 A boat which has not reached the vicinity of the starting line when the signal is made 

may proceed under power until it nears the starting line. The engine must be stopped 
before it crossed the line, and the boat must make a 360 degree turn under sail prior 
to crossing the line to start racing.  To qualify as a starter, a boat must cross the line 
no later than 10 minutes after the starting signal for its class.  This alters RRS 42. 
 

16 Time limit 
 16.3 The time limit shall be 3 hours after the class start time.  Boats failing to finish within 

half an hour of the second boat in their class, or within the time limit, whichever is the 
later; will be scored `Did Not Finish’. 
 

17 Protests and arbitration 
 17.1 In addition to the requirements of RRS 61.1 (a) protesting boats shall, immediately 

after finishing, inform the RO on the Finishing Committee Boat of their intention to 
protest and the sail number(s) of the boat(s) concerned. 
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 17.2 Protests shall be written only on forms available at PSC and delivered there within 2 
hours after the time of the last boat in the fleet to finish the last race of the day. 
Protests will be accompanied with a fee of £50. Protests and/or Arbitrations will be 
heard in approximately the order of receipt, as soon as possible. It is the responsibility 
of all parties, to ascertain the time and place of any hearing and attend with all 
necessary witnesses.  
 

 17.3 As an alternative to a full Protest Hearing, an Arbitration system may be used.  When 
all parties to an incident agree, a Protest may be decided by the Protest Arbitrator or 
his designated substitute.  Such arbitration shall replace the protest hearing required 
under RRS 63.  This system may only be used if before the hearing all the parties 
agree to accept the Arbitration Decision as final. The Arbitrator shall decide if the 
protest is valid.  All the parties shall have the opportunity of stating their case.  The 
Arbitrator shall have total discretion as to whether any witness be called.  At any time 
during the hearing he may terminate the arbitration and refer the incident to a full 
protest committee hearing; otherwise, at the conclusion of the arbitration hearing he 
will reach a decision.  Any party found to have infringed rules shall not be disqualified 
but shall instead incur a 25% place penalty.  No penalty shall result in a score, which 
would exceed that of a Disqualification.  Application of a penalty shall not affect the 
place or score of other boats.  Any decision shall be final however a request for a re-
opening may be made under RRS 66.  When any party, at the time when Arbitration is 
offered, declines to accept the system, a full Protest Hearing shall take place and any 
rule infringement shall result in disqualification.  Any request for a reopening of a 
hearing on the last day of the EVENT shall not be made later than 15 minutes after the 
result of the last hearing.  This amends RRS 63 and qualifies RRS 64.1 
 

18 Scoring system 
 18.1 For all classes there will be 7 races scheduled of which 3 races will constitute a series.  

There will be one discard after 5 races.   
 

 18.2 The low point scoring system described in Appendix A2 of the RRS will apply. 
 

19 Results 
 19.1 Results will be posted on official Notice Board at PSC. Queries on results must be 

lodged no later than 0930 hours on the following day. 
 

20 Prizes and prize giving 
 20.1 Overall Prizes shall be awarded for all Classes 

 
 20.2 The overall Prize giving will be on Monday 5th May as soon as practical after the last 

race. 
 

21 Disclaimer 
 21.1 The safety of a yacht and its entire management, including insurance shall be the sole 

and inescapable responsibility of the owner / skipper. The organisers shall not be 
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liable for any loss, damage, death personal injury, howsoever cause, to the owner, his 
skipper or crew as a result of their taking part in the series. Every owner warrants the 
suitability of his yacht for the series. Yachts shall carry insurance protection for third 
party and passenger liability of not less than £2,000,000 (Two million pounds) 

 


