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As this is my first time of writing
as Commodore let me start by
thanking club members for
voting for me. | will do my best,
with Maggie’s help, to live up to
this honour.

My thanks also to John D’Henin,
my predecessor and Anne the
Commodore’s lady for all their
hard work over the past two
years and to the Sailing
Committee and Race Control
who gave me so much help and
support during the two years |
was Vice Commodore. | know
the new committees will give the
new Vice Commodore the same
support and | wish Mary every
success; it is not the easiest of
positions but it is one of the
most rewarding.

| am very encouraged by the
vision and enthusiasm of the
new House Committee, led by
Annie Ward, the new Rear
Commodore, this team really
have hit the ground running.
Gullmaren is an invaluable and
essential asset to the club
available to support and
enhance a variety of our events.
My sincere thanks to all who
give so much of their time and
energy keeping her ship shape.
Now on to business.

One of the earliest things that
has to be resolved is the long
standing negotiation concerning
the proposed merger with
Tranmere Sailing Club.

As you know Steve Harrison is
leading the discussion and is
working hard to bring it to an
early conclusion, however it is up
to you the members to make the
final decision.

In addition to the Wirral Mersey
Regatta series, there are plans
for closer co operation with
kindred clubs and to this end we
are already talking to Royal
Mersey Yacht Club about how
this can be achieved.

As yet these talks are at a
preliminary stage but they look
very promising.

There is a need for all sections of
the club to pull together and it
has been very pleasing to see
April and Renaissance with
others of the cruising section at
the finish of the Midnight Race
and they have plans to join the
Racing fleet for the Lyver Trophy
event and at Straits Weeks.

It is proposed that the Club
adopts the ‘newish’ R.Y.A.
Protest and Arbitration
procedure.



Those who attended Mike Butterfield’s recent talk will be aware of
this system making protests easier and less confrontational. It is
also proposed that the club signs up to the R.Y.A. Racing Charter
(details on R.Y.A. web site). Andy Napper, the new Racing
Captain, and Richard Booth have agreed to be Club Racing Rules
Advisors and will be attending a training course in September.

The Commodore’s Cruise, weather permitting, will be to Hilbre
Island for B.B.Q. and games, with a long race the following day!

For this year's Commodores Cup race an invitation will be
extended to Fiddler's Ferry Commodore as well as all our Kindred
Clubs Commodores.

The Clipper Round the World Race starts in September and the
Club will again be assisting with the start.

That is all for now folks. L
Fair winds and good sailing. v
Derek Sparks ) §
Commodore v
C

This is my first report as Vice Commodore and | would like to take
this opportunity to thank all those members who voted for me at
the AGM.

From a very busy first half of the year we are now moving into a
really frenetic time - hope we can all keep up.

LYC LYVER TROPHY - Disappointment for the Sponsors
'Weightmans Solicitors', Race Team and some entrants. The right
decision was taken and the race was postponed for 12hrs due to
bad weather, there was a serious safety risk. Peter Summerfield,
John Ireland (Royal Dee's Vice Commodore) and Team

decided after close consultation with the MET. OFFICE, the race
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could take place at 4.30 Satur-
day morning; so for 15 of the
racing yachts who had sat it
out a great start setting off in
good winds on a much
anticipated 'Yachting Event.'

STRAITS REGATTA - We have
had a slow response

for entries; only six confirmed to
date. Come on racing fleet; don't
let your club down! You will miss
out on some very competitive
and exciting racing and the
chance to make new and valued
friendships. It's a great
opportunity to race in
(alternative) challenging

waters! Speak to Richard Booth
ASAP! Gullmaren will be in the
Straits acting as Mother Ship/
Support Vessel and also the club
will have a couple of Ribs
attending.

CRUISING - Hopefully with
weather permitting (we must get
favourable weekends soon) Jerry
Turnbull our cruising captain will
be able to organise some

trips. These events are open to
ALL members, so if you get a
chance don't miss out. Make an
effort and enjoy the experience.
There could be places on
Gullmaren; don’t be shy, just
ask!

GREAT SUCCESS - 'Not The
River Festival' the racing yachts
joined by cruising boats, April,
Claren, Renaissance, and Silver
Marine (hope | haven't forgotten
anyone) followed Gullmaren into
the Albert Dock for a great week-
end on the 16/17th June. Thank
you to the House Committee for
organising a well attended party
onboard Gullmaren and the meal
later at EST EST EST Let's have
more!

DINGHIES - The dinghy section
continues to thrive under the
guidance of Dave Bultterfield and
Team. Several of our members
having now done keelboat
training are enjoying the rewards
of their hard work and are
becoming quite competitive on
racing yachts. Brilliant!

It's encouraging, to see one of
our younger members Jack
Harrison (Steve and Rachelle's
son) captaining his school's
(Merchant Taylor's) sailing team
to a win at the Southport 12hr
race for under 18's. Well done; a
name to remember for the future.

With lot's more racing to look
forward to in the coming
months the calendar is
bursting. Plenty for everyone's
taste.



JULY/AUGUST

Saturday 21 July, WYC Offshore Challenge

Monday 30 July to Saturday 11 August, Straits Regatta (two
weeks)

Saturday 25 August, Commodore's Cruise

Sunday 26 August LYC Offshore Trophy

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER

Saturday 1 Sept. LYC Commodores Cup

Sunday 2 Sept. Ladies' Race

Saturday 15 Sept. WLYC '24hr' race

Sunday 23 Sept. Low Water Series

Saturday 6 Sunday 7 October LYC Autumn Regatta
PLUS ALL THE WEEKEND RACING

SUNDAY 16 SEPTEMBER - This is the start of the Clipper
Race; let's get as many boats as possible out to show support
and fly the LYC flag.

SEA SURVIVAL and FIRST AID COURSES will be organised for
sometime in late September, date to be arranged. We have six
names already but could do with more. If you are interested con-
tact me (dickoeleven@aol.com or tel.0151-727-4262) or Derek
Sparks (derek@suttonhallgardens.freeserve.co.uk) as soon as
possible.

Mary Dickinson, Vice— Commodore

I

Well, you all may or may not know that | was co-opted by the
management committee to be Rear Commodore. | was very
pleased to be offered the role and | hope to do the club proud
with the help of a fabulous house committee.

The first event in the Social Calendar this year was the “not the
Mersey River festival” event. Lots of boats from the yacht club
sailed round to the Albert Dock to join in the festivities. Once we
all had our places, a party for club members and guests got
underway on Gulmaren.



It was a fantastic spot and gave
us all a chance to promote LYC.
It was also a good place to view
the canal boats after they had
come into the dock after their
intrepid river crossing.

The Tall Ships were also in town
a short bus ride away from the
Albert Dock in Wellington Dock.
7 Tall ships were in port
including one from the Tall Ships
Youth Trust, and two from
Ireland. One of the Tall Ships
had been used in the making of
several films and television
series.

Once the party on Gulmaren had
wound down it was time for
people to put on their glad rags
for a meal at EST EST EST.
Thirty-eight club members sat
down to a long marble table for a
lovely Italian “Con Amici” menu.
This was followed by drinks in
the bar. Some of us continued on
at the Baltic Fleet to sample
some of the fine ales, brewed on
the premises.

The diners club will be off to a
good start for the year with our
first meal at the Maharaja
restaurant on the 13th July.
Future events include a diners
club at Royal Mersey Yacht Club
and the Academy Restaurant at
the Community College.

The social Calendar is already
looking very busy for the year.
LYC will be making their pres-
ence felt at Straits week and also
for our Autumn series.
Forthcoming events include: the
Commodores Cruise on 25th
August to Hilbre Island; Clipper
Start Barbeque and Skippers
dinner; the Commodores Cup;
Autumn regatta and laying up
party. We are also hoping to
have some great Christmas
events this year.

Now to mention 2008; this is
going to be a huge year for
Liverpool and we would like LYC
to be part of this. One of the
main events for us at least will be
the Tall Ships Race. This will
involve over 100 tall ships from
all over the world meeting in
Liverpool for the start of the
race. We plan to involve the
yacht club in several events over
this period.

The House committee is always
interested in ideas for events,
talks at the yacht club etc.
Suggestions we are already
trying to organise include a wine
tasting and a trip to the new Ski
Slope at the Trafford Centre.
Please let us know if you have
any ideas you would like us to
think about organising.

That's it for now, Annie.



Dinghy Section

Well the new season started
for us on Saturday 7" April.
Following the keelboat
awareness courses we did
last November and March a
couple of new people turned
up to have a go on our
GP14'’s.

As many of you will know, the
two GP’s were stripped and
painted down at Alex Farrell's
yard and together with the
new LYC logo on the sails;
they now look superb on the
water.

After a great start to the new
season with, of course, lots of
new parts having been fitted,
we were forced to cancel four
sessions due to high winds
and really heavy rain. The
wind we can live with, but
torrential rain, not a chance of
anyone turning up!

We've now settled into the
regular routine of
Wednesday'’s Fridays and

Saturdays again with Geoff
on the safety boat for Friday’'s
and Saturday’'s and Andy
Freeney doing our
Wednesday nights. As per
previous years, as the
weather gets warmer we get
busier. The first weekend
after the Isle of Man midnight
race, we had ten people turn
up including three
newcomers to LYC, Lisa,
Ahmed and JP (John Paul).
These lucky three, just a
small amount of jealousy from
me, won a leg on the round
the world clipper race and
through our President and the
Clipper people, the LYC
dinghy section had been
recommended as a good
place to start sailing. Since
then, all three have come
along, and even joined in with
the racing. As a matter of
interest we now have five of
the clipper crew sailing with
us, including: Tony Loftus
and Pete Liggett.

| feel sure that when these
guys and girls are in the
Southern Ocean, dinghy
sailing in the Queens Dock
with LYC will seem to be long
long way a way. We wish
them all well on this
tremendous adventure.



| was over in the Isle of man with the Race control team for
the Midnight race and what a great feeling to see so many
crew members in Douglas Bay Yacht Club who have come
through the LYC scheme, Dinghies, Keelboat training and
now crewing in such a prestigious race! That's achievement!

Many thanks to Geoff, Darren and Andy for their continued
support, without the help of these guys week in week out, it
just couldn’t happen.

Have a great summer,

Dave Butterfield
@,* GULLMAREN AND RACE CONTROL @,*

The acquisition of Gullmaren arose from the need fothe club to
have as its own a decent committee boat for the thdledgling LYC
Autumn Regatta.

At the outset Neil Thomas wrote a compelling arti@ in Grapevine
outlining the requirements of the vessel for the sacessful
furtherance of the membership’s aspiration of betteracing and the
desire to have a flagship for high profile eventsl think we can
safely say that these and Neil's other aspirationhave been met.
Gullmaren has officiated at several Clipper eventspur own Low
Water races, all our Regattas and recently as flagghand

hospitality vessel in the Albert Dock.

| think it is now time to move on and make even bétr use of
Gullmaren

Whenever possible Gullmaren has acted on the watersahe eyes
and ears of the Race Officer, isolated for the mogtart far from the
action at the lock house start line.

This has often resulted in timely interventions bymembers of Race
Control aboard Gullmaren, ably led and directed byAlan

Dickinson, to advise the shore bound Race Officerfamn the spot
conditions facilitating a decision to shorten cours thus enabling our

yachts to ‘get a finish’
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I have noticed as | have compiled the results thigst year that
the number of DNFs has reduced noticeably: a gredtonus this
to those racing once a week not to have to suffene
disappointment after a hard day’s racing of no resit !

Later this year therefore with the encouragement oAndy
Napper, our new Racing Captain, Race Control will acourage
all Race Officers and their teams to run each evente. Start
and Finish, from the deck of Gullmaren.

This will mean starting races with greater flexibilty for
example from between Gullmaren and G3 or Dingle and
finishing wherever the Race Officer deems fit. Makesure your
radios are up to scratch and someone is manning the

The upside of this initiative is that will mean moe varied and
exciting racing: however it will also require morethought and
preparation from Race Officers.

Race Officers who wish to make use of this facilitghould speak
to the Race Manager of the Month to make specific
arrangements for their race duty.

J.C.

1. Another Nods Defiance Tango

2. Ulula Skukusa Catch 32

3. Mighty Max Musketeer Legless

1. Mighty Max Quattro Catch 32

2. Sleeper Quilla Tango

3. Seaker Impact Night Flyer
1. Mighty Max Skukusa Clarevouyant
2. Dinamite Tee Musketeer Catch 32

3. Ulula Quilla Tango
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1. Another Nods Chia Chia
2. Mighty Max Quattro
3. Dinamite Tee Skukusa

1. Mighty Max

2. Hocus Pocus
3. Deliverance Il
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CLIPPER 07-08 ROUND THE WORLD
RACE UPDATE

Planning has started for the start off B&ptember at 15:00. Eight of
the ten yachts have now been named are theyi@epool 08, Glas-
gow, Uniquely Singapore, Western Australia2011.cdrull & Hum-
ber, and QingdaoThe remaining two are known enigmatically as
Clipper 06andClipper 10while negotiations continue with the final
host cities. All of the crews have been selectatitha names are on
the web sitevww.clipper-ventures.co.utogether with details of the
route so far. Amongst the crew biverpool O8are the three
prizewinners sponsored for a leg by the Liverpoalk@e Company;
Jon Paul Lowles, Lisa Pover, and Akmed Musleh. Theeye been
welcomed to the Club, set loose in Toppers, andrgy for places in
our racing fleet, so we wish them all the very laaxt hope that they
will be encouraged to join.
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This is the last time that the race will start éingsh in Liverpool as the torch has
passed on to Hull & Humber who will be responsiolethese aspects of the next
race. We must therefore make sure that this, o $tart, is the best ever. The
Clippers will arrive in the Albert Dock on Saturdd{y September and social
plans are being made for the week. The festivitiag with a barbeque to be put
on by the marina after racing on Sund&y Bhere will be a band, all clipper
crews will be invited, and the cost will be as daalpossible. On Wednesday
12" LYC will host a dinner for the skippers and alomigh the team from Clipper
Ventures, which we hope will include Sir Robin Kndahnston. Tickets for both
events will be available from the House CommitiEgis will be great opportu-
nity to meet the guys who will take the Clipperstbeir 35,000 mile race.

As usual we will have a flotilla to accompany th&rsand details and the skipper
of every boat going on this must register with ¢hdture Company using the
form emailed to owners. Skippers and crew on reggst boats will have an op-
portunity to go to a party on a Mersey Ferry orugay 18' September. This is
courtesy of the Culture Company but there will betenough tickets for every-
one who may want to go, so register early wherfdhas go out to get tickets.
There will be a limited number of places for baatthe Albert Dock and any
skipper who wants to go there must send their tregisn form to Bill Broadbent,
the Harbour Master. These boats will follow theppbrs out of Canning En-
trance and will have to lock back in to the maifigr the race start.

The start will be from the International Start lisethe south end of the Albert
Dock with Brocklebankas the committee boat off Dukes and, subject talwi
strength and direction, the yachts will go northhte new Cruise Liner Berth,
which will be operational by then, and will have tip Ark Royal alongside.
Stationed offshore will b&ullmarenas the turning mark. From there the yachts
will race south to an LYC mark off the VAT Buildingefore making their way
back alongside the Albert Dock wall, p&utlimarenagain and hence to Egg,
Tower, Brazil and the open sea. It will be 11 menihtil they return.

The flotilla will accompany the yachts to aroundait before returning to the
marina. There will be marshalling RIBS to controbgeedings and the flotilla
will be kept away from the Clippers during pre-staanoeuvres and away from
the course until the Clippers are clear.

It will be a great occasion and a dress rehearsal
for what promises to be another spectacular
event when the Tall Ships come to Liverpool
in July 08. We will be fully involved in that
too and both the House Committee and the
Sailing Committee are beginning to put
programmes togetheAlastair Soane
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The Liverpool Culture Company is looking for
volunteers to be Liaison Officers for the Tall
Ships. Each boat will need one or two people
to help out with making sure they have
everything they need while they are in
Liverpool. You will get full training as well as a
jacket and T —shirt for the event. Ideally you
should be free for the whole four days but the
Culture Company have made it clear that they
will accept help from people who cannot make
such a full commitment also.
For More information contact Sue McAdam on:
susan.mcadam@liverpool.gov.uk or 0151 233 1867

Two cheques have been sent to the
RLNI on behalf of the club:-
£300.00 which was the money raised
from the raffle at the Annual Dinner
and £20.00 which was collected from
Face Painting by Helen Blanchard,
plus a small donation from Mary
Dickinson. Thank you to Tricia Grout
and Angela Oates and thanks again to members for your support.

There will be another visit to Liverpool Port Authority on Wednesday
September 19" at 7.20pm. This is well worth attending as it will give
you a good impression of what the Port Authority does and how we
impact on their operations.

Those wishing to attend should contact Russell Cummings on 01244
661 306 or e mail russell.cummings@tesco.net before September
4th.
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Three Russians to visit Liverpool Yacht Club in Sefember.

We were contacted earlier this year by the spoo8rRussians who
wished to sail from St. Petersburg via PortugalriBlh, New York and then
across the Atlantic to Liverpool before returnirage. They are sailing in a
yellow 30 foot wooden yacht called “Elizabeth” comsted by their skipper
Sergei Tikhonov in 1995.

| have just received their latest report whichttaghed below:

“Sergey and his crew are safe, physically, butdinaid their psyches
haven't fared at all well. They were totally demiared by a series of
storms with gale-force winds in the North Seatfirsar Finland, then again
near Holland, again near Hamburg and again somewtesar Brest.

The new five-thousand-dollar sails, which Sergeg s@ proud of, were
badly ripped. The “Elizabeth” was battered by tang waves that
damaged the rudder and flooded the cabin, soakitige&r maps and
ruining their computer; some of their provisionsgaven their satellite
telephone, were washed overboard.

Boris, who was on his first major sea voyage, bttiast heart facing the
savage sea. Mightily discouraged, he abandong@dsiiamburg, bought a
plane ticket and flew back to Moscow.

That left Capt Sergey Tikhonov and Artem. The l&sss duo remained
determined to cross the Atlantic, sail northwardaplewfoundland and
then back across the ocean to Liverpool.

While waiting out a fierce storm somewhere betwdamburg and Brest,
they encountered some Swedish yachtsmen who triedlp Sergey salvage
the torn sails by stitching the shredded canvastbey. Though I've only
now heard about his phone call, Artem rang hiscignhere in

St. Petersburg to tell her about the helpful Vilsingho it seems were quite
tipsy when they encountered the Russians (Artearcisnfirmed teetotaler).
One of the Swedes fell off the boat into the wated had to be rescued.
Fortunately, nobody came to harm.

Then, all of a sudden, Sergey and Artem were coitdbby a new woe, the
sad demise of their diesel engine.
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After losing their satellite phone, they couldrminemunicate with
me; weeks went by with no word from them. A fewslago
Sergey phoned his wife, Irene, from shore and ancediin a
choked voice that he and Artem now realize that'Etieabeth”
isn’t fit to cross the Atlantic.

Irene rang me yesterday to convey the sad newgarkptly, her
husband and his crew of one are either on the @aslands or
somewhere near them.

Thus, it appears that the mighty sea voyage | wsotmany letters
about is not destined to be. The plan has beemdabad, at least
for this year. The “Elizabeth” must now limp backgort in St.
Petersburg.

We're all relieved, of course, that nobody suffeaeg physical
injury. At the same time, however, all of Sergefgss here in
St. Petersburg (and | most of all) are disappoibigbnd words.”

Grigory von Laeser

Protests

This is just a quick notice to all racing yachts at LYC:
Please address all protest forms to me:

Andrew Napper

Flat 15

Trafalgar Warehouse

17 Lord Nelson Street

Liverpool

L3 5QB

Please don't be afraid to protest. If you think you have been
wronged, (or feel like you're in a stock car race rather than a
yacht race) observe the protest procedure as published in
the LYC Year Book. If they don’t do their turns put your form
in.

Protests (in the right situation) will make for a healthier
racing environment.

I look forward to hearing from you. Andrew Napper
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2 ' 0 Daydream ghosted under sail out of
57 the marina channel. After forcing a
)% 8 gin palace onto the breakwater the
: tactician called for a start of the

. engine and we made the start line for
What a splendid well run fun event "ot race which was to be a

the Dickies Regatta is and if you gef,,rsjit race. Skirting between holes
the opportunity - go. Dickies hostedin the wind and thanks to Filo
the event and it is obvious that theyg o rairs gentle caressing of the

are cqmmitted _anq put a great dealﬁginnaker sheet, Daydream overtook
effort into running it. the fleet. Fighting off attacks

, Daydream held the lead until the
Daydream's crew swelled by the o mark when in a nail biting fetch

addition of Alex and Andy Napper ; the shortened course finish we

(of Chia Chia fame) won the Cup fofyere gyerhauled by an X Yacht to
the regatta. A bit of a cheatreally pos¢ s by a boat length.

because we were beaten by an X
Yacht but Dickies are not going to
give the Beneteau Cup to a rival
manufacturer’s boat are they?

Skipper Jim still didn’t have any fish
so ordered boat prep for the sojourn
of Daydream to the Sovereign’s Cup
at Kinsale. Watch out for the

Saturday’s race was from Pwlheli ¢, qtining adventures of Daydream
around the St Tudwald's Islands and 4 i the next edition of Grapevine.

back in light winds that still saw

Daydream shooting its spinnaker ingiyne cold (Daydream Believer)

an attempt to land some cod. Bored

with fishing we finished the race

pausing only to break the fore hatch. ! I

Skipper Jim Cartwright incandescent =9

with rage because he had no fish for -

his tea withheld the grog issue and

ordered more fishing practice with Earlier this year it was agreed by the

the spinnaker to sharpen us up for management committee that the

the next day. coding of our Flagship would be
looked into for purpose of increasing

Match fit and through blood shot  the value of Gullmaren and creating

eyes the now well honed crew of the possibility of taking fare paying

Daydream watched the sun rise in passengers out on the river and

the sky over Cardigan Bay and beyond.

Daydream. Already winners of the

last man standing at the bar trophy
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| offered (I think, thanks Neil!) to be prepared for the new season.
become the coordinator for the This in fact turned out to be an

project and provide monthly amazing thing to watch over the
reports for the committee and of ten or so days she was in the yard.
course the Gullmaren team. | | witnessed scenes of club

arranged to visit Steve Roberts members coming down and
(Marine) and a few days later  scraping the hull ready for
received a document covering a painting, covered from head to toe
list of jobs and requirements thatin debris and muck! | also

were needed in order to comply witnessed Alec and Alan cutting
with the appropriate coding whiclout chunks of 65 year old hard

is MGN 280 (Marine Guidance wood and replacing with hard
Note). Steve recommended woods I've never even heard of.
Category 3 for Gullmaren, which How many of you have heard of

is 20 miles distance from a safe Lime Heart?. Well this stuff

haven. doesn't float, is poisonous and
pieces of it have been
Since February many of our professionally cut into the hull of

members have donated items, MFV Gullmaren.
which have all been used to
benefit the coding project. This Following the really skilful bit,
includes, fire resistant cable, fire apologies to the rest of us, Chris
blankets, sounders, fire Barrow (head of painting), Jim
extinguishers, flares plus many and Mick got underway with the
other items. Thanks indeed to all many coats of paint in time for the
those who have contributed. maiden voyage of the year to the
Isle of Man, for the midnight race.
We then move to the heel test. For my part, feeling like a
Alan Dickenson arranged for 12 complete phoney, | connected in a
volunteers to board Gullmaren new digital DSC radio and linked
with the heel being monitored and to the Cobra plotter. In fairness |
recorded by Steve Roberts. The still have some jobs to do,
idea being to see if she was electrically speaking, but as they
capable of carrying the number ofay Rome wasn't built in a day!
passengers we intend to carry,
including a crew of three. She  Prior to the launching Steve
passed! Roberts again visited is in the yard
and very thoroughly inspected the
In May, Gullmaren was taken outhull, the man from Delmonte say
of the water in preparation for theyes! as the advert goes.
inspection by Steve Roberts and to
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| have now received a SCV1
application form, which is to be
sent to the certifying authority

once a few more jobs have been

completed.

Dave Butterfield

9

Bad Omen

In a bit of a whirlwind week |
had found myself in Athens on
Wednesday and by the
weekend | was in Holyhead.
Despite a spectacular evening
in Greece, Liverpool FC had
not brought home any silver-
ware to Merseyside. By the
time you are reading this it will
be

halfway through the summer
and I'm sure the European Cup
final will be a distant memory
for you. More likely thoughts of
renewing flares and jackstays
and deciding where to anchor
on the way to Howth will be
occupying your mind.

Another attempt to bring
silverware back to Liverpool
would be undertaken by
several yachts from LYC during
the ensuing weekend in North
Wales.

Friday night before the Royal
Dee Regatta in Holyhead and
| found myself helping Phil fix
the new mast eyes to Chia
Chia; the mast eyes being for
the clipping onto of the new,
all singing, all dancing, king of
the hill, a number one carbon
spinnaker pole.

For those of you who don’t
know me, this is not how |
normally spend my Friday
nights. My unfamiliarity with
the situation quickly
manifested itself as | fumbled
one of the mast eyes
and.......... SPLASH! A bad
omen? If that wasn’t bad
enough, as | peeled my
hands from my face in
despair, | caught sight of a
Corby 29 (Idris) with a Class
2 flag on the jetty opposite.
Definitely a bad omen!

Leftfield

Day one and light frustrating
winds were the order of the
day. No fun for the Primas
and no fun for the Sigma 38s
in class 2. However, it was
lots of fun for Expletive, the
X35 in Class l1and lots of fun
for.....you guessed it: the
Corby 29.

The favoured side of the
course was clearly left, and
even there, there were lots of
wind holes. | was unaware
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that other boats ever suffered
from wind holes, | thought it
was only boats that | was on.
Later in the bar Richard from
Another Nod'’s affirmed that
his boat and crew performed
much better in breezier
conditions.

The day went to Expletive in
Class 1 and Idris in Class 2.
Chia Chia had managed to
stay in touch with Idris, but
still trailed her on the leader
board.

All cards face up on the table,
we had no excuses. We
couldn’t blame the wind,
couldn't gripe about the
COourse........... We were
complacent after the first
race, and underestimated our
opposition. Then in the
second race we got caught up
with some bigger boats on the
start line and got carried
away. Still no excuse, there
are busier start lines. There
were two impostors here and
they should both have been
met the same. All things
considered, we managed to
ask some harsh questions of
ourselves, vow not to take
any eyes off the ball until the
end and focus on a better
performance in the third.

“The Shed, Holyhead
Marina: You will never find
a more wretched hive of
scum and villainy. We must
be cautious.”

Obi Wan Kenobi -
December 1977

If you've taken part in the Dee
regatta, then you will know
The Shed. At worst, a marine
engineer’s hangar, cleared
out to make space for
drunken yachters. At best, a
back to basics fun factory,
which never fails to deliver an
entertaining evening.

No sign of the peculiar punch
this year, but | think that was
a blessing in disguise. What |
did find out about The Shed
this time is that it can be
rigged for strong winds, by
closing and locking the front
doors and directing the
hordes around the back.
“Strong winds?” | hear you
ask.

Beat.......... and Run

Day two brought 25 to 30
knots of wind and the offshore
race changed to a long race
around the cans in Holyhead
Bay. A sensible decision by
the OD, as passage around
either South Stack or the
Skerries would have been a
bit lumpy to say the least.
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A busy harbour start line saw
Mighty Max and Chia Chia spin
out and surrender the windward
end to Deliverance. Whilst at
the other end of the line Beat
and Run (a half tonner from
Fleetwood) lost its main halyard
and had to retire.

Incidentally, Beat and Run will
next be visible on the start line
of the Lyver Trophy. You can’t
miss them; they have a bright
yellow hull and some nice new
sails. They're a cracking bunch,
so let's make them feel
welcome at Liverpool and try
and get them racing on the
Mersey.

Anyway back to the race and
the first beat which was all
wind, spray and boats. Brilliant!

There were close battles across
the fleets. Mighty Max and
Another Nod’s fighting right up
to the finish line. Rebel and
Panda Nova were exchanging
blows all around the course,
with Panda Nova eventually
overhauling Rebel, to gain a
photo finish with Idris on the
finish line. Chia Chia, now with
eyes totally on the ball, took
firstin Class 2. In class 1, did
Another Nod'’s perform better in
windier conditions as promised
by their skipper? They certainly
did. Not only taking the class

win but also bringing home
the overall win and the Off-
shore Trophy.

Shed Again, Then.........
Day 3 and once again it is
windy, though perhaps only
about 23knots this time.
Royal Dee Yacht Club had
scheduled two windward
leewards , and there was
everything to play for across
the board.

In Class two, there was a
comfortable win for Chia
Chia. In Class one it was
Prima time. The Expletive
team now seemed
uncomfortable with the
conditions, they being the
only reefed yacht in the whole
fleet. Every time we passed
the Class 1 fleet it would be
Dynamite Tee, Another Nods,
Mighty Max or Bare Knuckles
in the lead. It should be noted
that it was never the same
boat twice. I'm sure if you ask
any of the skippers or crews,
they will tell you exactly what
happened on the water but
the results yielded one to
Mighty Max one and the other
to Bare Knuckles.

Aboard Chia Chia there had
been some confusion at the
leeward mark in the second
race of the day resulting in a
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banged head, a pirouette and
a fifth. (I'm sure you'll be
relieved to find out that the
carbon pole came out
unscathed). Rebel had taken
the line honours while first
place went to Idris.

Trophies

Okay Liverpool FC failed to
bring anything home and no
one expected it of Everton.
However, the boats of LYC
brought home a hat full of
Silverware to the Mersey.

The honour roll included:
Second and third overall in
Class 1 Mighty Max and
Another Nod'’s respectively.
Mighty Max, (hard done by on
the coastal race), were equal
on points with Deliverance
who won on count back.
Equal points at the head of
class 2 saw Chia Chia win on
countback with Idris.

Another Nod'’s took the
Offshore Trophy, whilst the
Boat of the Week Trophy was
collected by Chia Chia with
the lowest points haul of the
regatta. It has to be said that
the fantastic, close racing and
thus the lead swapping in
class 1, in no small way
helped Chia Chia pick up this
award.

Thanks go to Royal Dee
yacht Club, particularly Calum
Edge and Mike Butterfield
and his race team; a fantastic
regatta and a great warm up
for the summer. Also thanks
to the Commodore of Royal
Dee for acknowledging the
part Liverpool boats played in
the competition. The
message was clear that if you
want great racing Liverpool is
where it is at.

Andrew Napper

4 $$%
<4 #
54

The Lyver Trophy Race was
initiated in 1997 and is
organised jointly by The Royal
Dee Yacht Club and Liverpool
Yacht Club. It was started with a
view to yachts in our part of the
Irish Sea being able to
participate in an Offshore Race
to gain mileage qualification to
enter the ‘Fastnet’ race and we
run it under the auspices of the
Royal Ocean Racing Club. It is
run biennially and always starts
from Liverpool. The finish has
been in Howth and Pwillheli in
previous years.
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Planning for this year's racdhey have a Marine and

started in earnest in April 2008 ransport department and

when the committee assemblddllowing a couple of meetings
and a date for the 2007 race waéth them a sponsorship package
agreed on. There were certamas agreed upon and we were in

criteria that needed to be business.

considered when selecting the

date: The date was set, the

1. Suitable tides to allow @ponsorship was in place,

Friday start which seemagreement had been received
to suit most entrants. from the Royal Ocean Racing
2. Being aware not to clasflub that participation in the
with the Tranmere IOMrace would count towards
Midnight Race. ‘Fastnet’ qualification and the
3. Tying in with the Dunfinish location of Howth was
Laoghaire Regatta in orunanimously agreed upon if for
der for the Lyver Trophyno other reason than the
to act as a ‘feeder’ race tGuinness and the ‘craic’.
their regatta if theFortunately Howth Yacht Club
preferred finish locationadvised they would be delighted
of Howth was selected. to welcome us back. The course
used in 2003 & 2005 was also
selected as the preferred choice.
After taking the above into All was good — what we needed
consideration the selected dat®w was entries.
for the race was Friday 6 July
with a 1630hrs BST start. Committee meetings were held
over the winter months and
The next important item to beneetings with the sponsors were
put in place was funding by waglso held. The Notice of Race

of sponsorship. and the Entry Form were
produced and distributed as were

This year we have been the advertising posters provided

extremely fortunate to be by the sponsors. | met up with

sponsored by Weightmans, the organisers of the Dun

firm of Solicitors with severalLaoghaire Regatta and we

offices throughout England anedgreed to publicise the Lyver

their head office in Liverpool. Trophy Race as a feeder race to
their regatta.
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Eventually the entries started towas faced with the first crisis
arrive and as they did the Sailingf the day when | arrived at the
Instructions etc were sent to eadharina at 0930hrs to be advised
entrant. With two weeks to gthat the lock was out of action —
we had a dozen entries and thapparently ‘half a body’ had
with a final spurt we reached 1Been seen in Brunswick dock
— a very acceptable number amahd the police divers were on
interestingly of those 19, nint¢heir way to search the lock. A
were entered at Dun Laoghaire.quick call to Steve Carruthers —
police diver and crewmember on
By the time Friday 6 July arrivedhe 2005 winning boat Ragtime
we had already had 3 entridd confirmed they were on the
withdraw for various reasonsgvay to the Marina to carry out a

and early on the race day search. Steve reassured me that
morning we lost another whaohey would make certain the lock
had been unable to leave would be available by 1430hrs.

Holyhead on the Thursday dude rang an hour or so later to
to high winds. The majority ofadvise that nothing had been
the entries had by now beeiound and it appeared as if
scrutineered by Alan Dickinsosomeone’s imagination had got
and, where the better of him or her. We
necessary, he had re-visited teere back in business.
re-inspect. All had now
successfully passed and weFgom 1000hrs on Friday activity
ready to race. at the Marina increased with
entrants arriving to sign on and
| had been watching the weatheollect the bow stickers and
forecasts avidly for the padtshirts provided by our
week or so — the previous twsponsors. The weather was still
races in 2003 & 2005 had bedgiving a little cause for concern
dogged by a distinct lack o&nd various weather web sites
wind. This year it looked as ifvere being scrutinised on my
that would not be the case and liaptop.
fact at 0800hrs on the Friday
morning it was blowing betwee®ur sponsors were entertaining
30 & 40 knots at Crosby. Thelients to a luncheon in the
forecast was for it to moderati®arina restaurant that was due
around lunchtime - fingergo start around 1400hrs — just
crossed!! after the briefing that was
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scheduled for 1330hrs. Sadly the at least get those yachts
forecast was proving to be entered in Dun Laoghaire
wrong and the westerly wind part way there.
was still blowing around 30
knots. After a call to Port Ops td he sponsors took the
get the 24-hour forecast and @ostponement in good heart as
discussion with several senidreing lawyers they realised that
members of both clubs it wasafety for the yachts and crews
decided, reluctantly, to postpongas paramount — it certainly
the start of the race. didn’'t seem to spoil their
enjoyment of the lunch!!
The advance ‘finish party’ of
Derek Sparks and Jim Connollym sure | wasn't the only one
were already on the ferry frorwho spent much of that evening
Holyhead by the time | decidedatching the weather with very
the race start was to be little sleep, although when we
postponed and although thayet in the Marina clubhouse at
tried to get off, their car wa®300hrs it looked as if some of
totally blocked in so they wer¢he crews had just returned from
forced to stay on — just as well asheavy night clubbing in town.
it happened.
The wind had by now dropped
I announced my decision to theonsiderably and the decision to
assembled company at the race to Howth was taken. The
briefing to, | think, the relief ofstart would be at 0430hrs with
all there. A discussion then toothe only alteration to the course
place and the following optionseing the removal of
were arrived at: ‘Rockabill’. In other words a
1. Meet at 0300hrs Saturdagirect sail from the end of the
morning with a view toChannel into Howth.
leaving for Howth at
0430hrs. Of the 15 who should have
2. If conditions were stillstarted on Friday afternoon we
unsuitable we would meelost one who did not re-appear
at 1500hrs Saturday ton Saturday morning but then
race at 1700hrs tagained one, Stan Edge in Rebel,
Holyhead via Morecambeavho had been weather bound in
(to get the requiredHolyhead. Stan had left
mileage in) — this wouldHolyhead on Friday afternoon
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heading for Dun Laoghaire wheWWe made our way to the finish
he heard we had postponed thee which is a hut perched on
start and that we could be the East Pier of Howth Harbour.
starting on Saturday morningMike and Fiona Burns from
Now as he needed the mileageightmans, our sponsors, who
for his ‘Fastnet’ qualification hehad made the journey over to be
immediately went about angresent at the prize giving which
returned to Liverpool, locking inmas originally scheduled for
at 0315hrs — a tremendouklOOhrs on the Saturday — that
achievement considering hiead gone out of the window with
locked out 60 minutes later tthe delayed start, joined us there.
start the race.

A couple of minutes before
At 0440hrs on Saturday morninidnight we welcomed home
15 yachts eventually started thhe first finisher, Deliverance 2,
2007 Weightmans Lyver Trophwho had completed the course in
Race from Liverpool to Howth just over nineteen and a quarter
something that had seemdtburs. Mike, Fiona and | walked
unlikely 12 hours earlier. back to Howth Yacht Club to

congratulate the crew on their
Now what happened to the flesuccess at being the first boat
for the next 20 hours or so I'nmome. They seemed more
not really sure as they were ouiterested in the 40 pints of
of contact. | did receive 6 Guinness they had lined up
retirements during the course @fhich they had managed to
the day for various reasons smder before the bar closed!!
this reduced the numbers still
racing to 9. A long night followed with

nothing happening for the next
| can report, however, that théree and a half hours before the
Race Team of Derek Sparks améxt finisher. This started a rush
Jim Connolly from LYC, Johnwith 6 finishing within 60 min-
Ireland from RDYC and | utes. Our final finisher, Poppy,
enjoyed a superb day in Howttame in just after 1100hrs on
culminating in an excellent megbunday morning some 30 plus
at the King Sitric. Sadly ouhours after leaving Liverpool —

postprandial drinks were still a great achievement for the
disturbed by news that the firgmallest rated yacht to finish
finisher was imminent!! with only 4 on board.
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The actual results of the race are printed belowtlwas a tremendous effort
on everyone’s part that completed the race.

It needs someone else to report on taking patténrdace — something | am
not able to do myself. | would, however, like tamk the following:

All the Lyver Trophy Race Committee Members fromitbBDYC & LYC.
Alastair Soane for arranging the sponsorship.

Weightmans, our sponsors, who have been superth@mefully will ‘come
on board’ for another race.

Alan ‘Dicko’ Dickinson for all his efforts in scrirteering the

entrants and ensuring they complied with the ORGuRdions.

Chris Guest and all the staff at Liverpool Marina.

All the Race team in Liverpool on Friday and thelyed&ours of Saturday
morning.

Derek, Jim and John for their company in Ireland an the finish line.
Howth Yacht Club — for all their help and for semyigreat

Guinness.

Aidan and Joan McManus at the King Sitric for great

accommodation and great food — especially the wglste

My final thanks go to all the entrants whether yoade it to the finish or not
— without your entries it would not have happened.

Peter Summerfield

PS. One year we'll get to finish this race in dagt and have the prize
giving as scheduled!!

RESULTS

Class 1

Time Taken Rating Corrected CRss. Overall Pos.
Deliverance Il 19h 17m 54s 1.078 74893 1st 1st
Mighty Max Il 23h 25m 17s 1.083 91315 2nd 6th
Dinamite Tee 23h 56m 17s 1.083 933303rd 8th
Class 2
Panda Nova Il 23h 00m 05s 0.987 817293rd 5th
Beat & Run 23h 05m 25s 0.954 793012nd 4th
Chia Chia 23h 15m 18s 0.924 773551st 2nd
Rebel 25h 52m 05s 0.987 91914 h 4t 7th
Class 3
Flash Il 23h 31m 35s 0.914 77411 1st 3rd
Poppy 30h 23m 08s 0.913 99871 2nd h ot

Retired: Magic Moments, Another Nods, Musketeer, Tango, €8&, Ulula
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The Lyver Squall.

Saturday evening after 14 hours at sea & the Isham is so close
we can see people on the Port St Mary promenadaghrthe bins.
Going north had seemed like a good idea with tlimg forecast
suggesting a kink in the weather which would predadNorth
Westerly. For the first time in ages we are talarftyer; | hate
corners.

All'in all it's been a pretty rough old day so fatesterday | had
woken up to find Liverpool Bay a mass of white, thied turbines
over at Seaforth whirling hard, and it did not drbdon’t think too
many people were surprised to hear Pete Summefiglthe
Lyver start back 12 hours, but | think that sevéoahd the
continuing wind strength difficult to believe ingtiace of a
dropping forecast. No such luck on the forecast,reither.

The wind has lifted steadily over the last 3 hourgffect taking us
round the finish mark & putting us straight out tieck door.
Question:

Should we retire into the IOM for beer & steak?diick it out for
Howth?

The steady 24 knots from the west have now easg8d fom the
SW, and the crew is looking better, though fouréhbeen sick.
Only one is completely out of the game, tuckedrufhe windward
pilot berth.

We are all very aware we retired last time whee fivles short of
the finish in no wind. Plenty of wind this time!

“Monsieur le chef de voyage?”

Owen starts awake “Hey Boss!” “What's for Dinnef8wth it is.
Hot stew with warm garlic bread puts new life intg and we
finally put onto starboard tack after the best péten hours on
port. Chicken Rock fades into the wake with 40 mtle go &still
15 degrees low of track. Bloody bloody bloody!

Never mind. The sea is now smooth, we are fully gead up and
the sunset is nothing short of spectacular; a mfsed flaming &
silhouetting the Irish Mountains behind the hardkdaech of the
mainsail.

We are playing that well known Rail Game “Who shibjalin us in
the Jacuzzi” Jenny & Penny have some funny ideastdh polo
players.
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Joe, Dinghy Dave’s son seems a touch closer tgeheral view
with Cameron Diaz. Chris Jones’ ideas are so poaptdc he is
banished to the stern for a fag; we are howeverasged with his
imagination!

It's my turn, and only Penny can remember that Aamgt Rees
played Demelza Poldark on BBCL1 a long, long time! &you
always wanted to be Ross” She teased. “You canftaaship
too far, you know.” | drive on, hurt. “Stupid garhd.aughter.
Cheese & biscuits are making their presence falaswilight
slowly falls, plus swigs of vintage port (the lasthe decanter!)
straight out of an old plastic bottle. Not quite ghips decanter, but
Hey!

“We know how to live” says Owen, appreciating thiécen.

“Can | have a Rum & Coke?” from Jen.

“You can't buy class.” notes Tim. Now it's Jen'siiuto sulk as the
gloom builds.

“Looks like Rain up there” The Southern horizon hagark
maroon tinge to it. The lurid sky that you read atimut hope never
to see at sea is spreading in an ominous bandsasugath.
Ooops. “Don't like the look of that, guys!”

The Cu Nim cloud has a hard lower edge to it, whitt luminosity
between it & the sea that shows lots of rain aseerted funnel.
It's about 3 miles away at present, but gettingetoWas that
lightning?

It's suddenly colder, but that could be my nerv@sod-o, a header
saves the day & we tack off. Promise you | did Ni@iagine it, but
the cloud stays there... Sitting like that Damoclésglover the
Port beam, and refusing to pass astern.

“Traffic down there, Dad.”

The coaster is on collision course, about 2 mileaya but at 1 mile
there is no question, we have to tack back. Thadcie much
closer, the coaster rumbling up our starboard quamachinery
noise quite loud & overtaking perhaps ¥2 mile awawnA few
drops of rain splatter the sea and the wind pigks u

The murk is appearing solid, stretching away otnlsides of the
bow with ragged purple wisps of cloud fraying ottez masthead.
Everyone has their hoods up now, mouth protectorsyf Velcro'd
in position and we can clearly see the gray wiiite of rain com-
ing quickly down onto us. This is scary. Is it gpito lift & flatten
us, or head safely? The rain hits in a torrentimplover us, rattling
on the decks, blasting our eyes, and totally flattg the sea in a
white mist.
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Bloody Hell!

The boat staggers under the first gust of windki&s, thankfully no
more; she heels hard, recovers to the helm, thiemosked down again as
the lift comes in solidly. Yes, it's a lift!

“Wow!”

Fast, flat water sailing in 25 knots with the baalscranked on hard and
the code 2 over ranged but eased back on theltsa®kn. We are flying
now, and, for the first time dead on track for Howsailing blind of
course in the rivers of rain; the cold fresh wateuring off the main into
the quarter wave, washing away all the salt & thet §limmers of
phosphorescence mingling with the downpour. The waishes the salt off
our faces too; we lick clean water for the firstei that day, and love it.
Adrenalin rushes, we munch Wine Gums while Penrde&ny serenade a
“Spoonful of Sugar”. Mad!

Twenty minutes later and it stops as though agapried off, but the
breeze holds us on course and 4 hours later wdlgumto the finish.

Did the routing software and the weeks of work loa $oftware help?
Being beaten over the water Bgnda Nova IIAND Chia Chia& almost
by Flash Il says it all... But we had a good time, frightenedselwes to
death in the squall, and wouldn’t have enjoyed iatt in Port St Mary
anyway. Well, not much anyhow.

Neil Thomas

Mighty Max 2

The Deliverance Guiness Order Oops!
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The Lyver Trophy — view from the Ralil

I think it was before Christmas that Phil suggested doing the Lyver
Trophy with them on Chia Chia. “Great, sounds good” | think | said
and that was that. A few weeks later it started to dawn on me what |
had said | would do: the prospect was pretty daunting. There was lots
of preparation required, for example the bottom of the boat needed
sanding. Many of you may know that the inside of this boat is basic to
say the least and a few things had to be done to make it ship shape
including installation of “built in” water supplies and cooker for the trip.
| also splashed out on some new waterproofs.

The adrenaline started to build up through the week and although |
had booked the day off for a lie in, | was up bright and early to think
through my “minimalist” packing. We all met in the bar for a hearty pre
race lunch and to finalise race plans. That was when we heard that
the race was to be delayed. This meant that we had 12 hours to sit,
unwind, relax, get sleep, all things that turned out to be impossible so
we brushed up on our skills playing “Virtual Skipper 3" and watching
Wimbledon.

Following another “hearty meal and a cursory sleep, we found
ourselves in the briefing at the Marina. Tea and coffee were laid on
which was fantastic. The race was to start at 4:30am. We piled on the
boat and then off loaded some of the stuff that we actually didn't need
for the trip as there simply wasn’t room. The starting signal was issued
over the radio to protect the poor sleeping residents and we were off.

The trip out to the bar was lumpy to say the least and was not helped
by the fact that | had to go below early on! | came up feeling green
and pretty soon | was feeding the fish! After that | felt better and we
cleared the channel before deciding what our options were. The wind
was pretty much Westerly with some Southerly also. It made sense to
head along the North Wales coast to take advantage of this. By this
time it was light and it was good to see the Great Orme in the dis-
tance. To have any chance, we wanted to make it round the Orme
before the tide turned...

| decided that although | couldn't really face food at this stage | would
have a sugary drink so at least | could take in some energy. After
drinking a “juice drink” in a carton, | looked down at it: “no added
sugar! - only 3 calories!” it beamed at me. Great! | would have to drink
about 300 of those to make me feel even remotely more energetic.
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| decided to have a “rail sleep”.

This involved dangling your arms out while kind of resting your
head on the bulky part of your life jacket with the light in it. Just as
you are nodding off into a type of sleep, the boat would come up
into wind, you would be knee deep in water and a big wave would
break over your face. This is especially alarming | find when you
are in the middle of a dream. The dreams are invariably quite
realistic and usually involve water and being under it. Being woken
by a splash in the face and finding yourself looking head first into
the sea with only a wire holding you up was unsettling to say the
least. Nevertheless — you pretty soon end up deciding to have
another quick rail sleep when things are quiet!

Breakfast was a cheese roll — plastic cheese. It tasted a bit odd but
| was reassured it was actual plastic cheese that comes in squares
rather than out of a tube - but still went down quite well. The rail bait
continued to sit and sit and sit — keeping our weight out and
occasionally getting splashed in the face.

Getting round the ‘Orme was great and in good time as well. It
started to actually be day time — although it was still only about 9am
— | was already thinking about lunch. Progress was slower though
after this as it was pushing tide all way. We had heard talk of the
back eddy that could be found if you hugged in close to the coast.
Pretty soon we realised that we were in it and had nearly a knot of
tide with us which was great. As always Point Lynas was in view for
hours and hours and never seemed to be any closer. Then all of a
sudden we could all see the lighthouse and it seemed that we
would make it into the “open” Irish Sea before the night was out. It
always helps when you can see where you were going and once
the tide was in our favour we shot past the “Mice” — East Mouse,
Middle Mouse and West Mouse. It was pretty exciting shooting past
the Skerries and great to know that it was next stop Ireland.

Following a great hot meal of chicken stew and bread bravely pre-
pared by Dave (who seems to have the “ironist” of all stomachs) we
headed off into the dark unknown. The course was set and it was
time to catch up on a bit more rail sleep! Pretty soon we could see
land in the distance. It got closer and closer — Phil reckoned we
would be in Howth within 2 hours. | got on the phone to home and
said we would be in soon and may even find somewhere to stay for
the rest of the night.
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| spoke too soon. Suddenly it seemed, we were again knee
deep in water but the boat did not pick up and we were in
hole. Whichever way Phil put the helm the boat would not go
and we started to head the wrong way. We spent a
frustrating few hours trying at least to get the boat to vaguely
head in the right direction which it did but at about 0.2 knots.
It was at this point | decided to take advantage of the flat sea
and go below again — this was not the only time | did this in
24 hours — but nearly. | had so many layers on by this point
that everything was a bit clammy and | felt that | may get
warmer by actually removing some layers. | did this and then
sat back on the bunk. This was a bit comfortable and with
my feet up and my head on a sail zzzzz ... | was asleep
before | even knew it.

The next thing | knew after my cat nap was the sound of
water rushing past the bow and realising that we were off
again. | think I was down an hour or so and in that time the
wind had picked up again. We were nearly there. We could
see the mark that would lead us in. We worked our way up
the channel; we let the race control know we were heading
in. And then those beautiful words: “Chia Chia this is race
control you have finished.....now!”

On reflection after a few days on dry land, | was able to look
back on the race. It is one of the toughest in our racing
calendar with big challenges. It is important to be prepared
and getting enough sleep beforehand helps! | was lucky
enough to be sailing with a very focused team and crossing
that line when we did was fantastic and definitely made it all
worth it!

Annie Ward

2 " & ? $$%8

The usual crew availability issue for the weeks before, who's
on & who'’s washing their hair, are there enough? And even
at one point, unheard of too many. 8 on board with 1 to pick
up from Douglas we left Liverpool on the Saturday mid-day
tide, flat calm allowing a few jobs to be completed, crew to
introduce themselves.
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The weather had been light for a month or so but with 5 days
to go the forecast was for south westerly 6-7 on Sunday
building late Saturday, however it was very localized the Isle
of Man & a small part of the Irish east coast, however often
you checked the web, they were sure it was going to be
there! (Although it did reduce down to 5-6)

Shorts weather was gradually replaced by wind and cold late
afternoon air and the race was on for last orders. Kite up for
a bit of familiarization for the uninitiated and the wind along
with the sea continued to build, 10 knots started out as the
goal, which was soon replaced by 12s and 13s. As it went
forward and darkness fell it was down with the kite, to be
saved for tomorrow. Up with no.2 still building and going
forward it had to come down on the approach to Douglas.
11.30 pack the boat and as crew to other boats return from
the pub, off we set looking for refreshment. After a couple
and a discussion on the merits of the nightclubs we
abandoned and eventually found food and a taxi back to the
boat. A good nights sleep was all too soon interrupted by an
old friend and now IOM resident joining us for the day. The
wind was still up and the temperature down, which is where
the sails stayed, and we motored up to Ramsey for the 1
o'clock start.

The idea was to slip into Ramsey to change the main over,
but we were early & after an unsuccessful attempt at anchor-
ing due to the now strong wind funnelling off the hills, a
mooring buoy came available on which we had bacon
butties, changed the sail and became quite comfortable
discussing the merits of open fires in the local hostelries &
whether it was too tight or too windy for the asymmetric from
the start line.

It was blowing the forecast 5-6 from the SW but with the
shelter from the land the decision to have the asymmetric
ready on the side paid off, it went up on the gun and apart
from a few of the smaller boats having a little luff we were
clear.

The 45 minutes up to The Point of Ayre soon passed with all
the excitement, watching out for the gusts, a tidy drop & we
were round first. Only to be met by the full force of the wind
and lumpy sea, bang on the nose, where else!
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We had started with the no. 3 set, but changed to the no. 2
as we approached the point, a “get it up on deck” being mis-
interpreted by the front end as a yes we want it! The J boat
was staying further inshore and with their smaller head salil
and reefed main got past us, but once we got into the rhythm
they were not getting away & we kept the no2 up.

Half way down the island the coarse required the fleet to
leave a buoy in Peel bay to starboard, not a difficult coarse
leave everything to port apart from this and Chicken Rock; a
welcome piece of flat water sheltered by the headland and a
chance to wave at the on lookers who were crammed on the
end of the pier and on the castle walls. Apparently Lens
family along with many others chased the fleet around the
island stopping at various vantage points to get a glimpse, a
much warmer and drier way to do it than ours! We were only
a couple of hundred meters behind a this stage, and
continued to cross tacks all the way down, shortly after Peel
the wind dropped, which was right for the no2, they shook
their reef out and we were in front again. The sun made
some fleeting glimpses, which helped the front end warm up,
a bit; the back end said they were all toasty.

Once round the Calf it was another fast close reach with the
asymmetric up, and a chance to get off the rail and get the
kettle on, 5 hours going to windward! After Castletown it was
a swap to the heavy symmetric for the run up to Ramsey,
Beejaysus gybed inshore early and got passed us again, we
stayed out in the stronger wind. Now going dark the wind
started to die after Douglas & again go tighter, we thought
we had a chance to over take him as he seemed becalmed
at times under the cliffs, but it wasn’t until after Maughold
Head when they got too close to the headland, we kept the
kite up a bit longer and sailed underneath them, the lead
changed again. Not for long though this time as they got the
filling in wind first & eventually crossed the line at 22.40, 2
minutes in front of us.
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We turned & headed back, leaving our thanks with the OD over the ra-
dio & pushed the tide back to Douglas to drop Len off again. It seemed
to take forever, passing the smaller boats now with the stronger tide
heading north towards their finish.

Len had ordered Pizza by phone just after we finished, but had to keep
delaying the delivery time, until we eventually arrived at 01.30, not bad
for a shop that shut at 12.00!

A quick eat & farewell saying hand the declaration sheet in & represent
us at the prize giving, the following day at 16.00, & we were off. Still a
good breeze a tight reach & some good waves kept the early watches
entertained, until we got to the early light when the wind began to fail.
We tidied the boat up on the way up the river, after the skipper couldn’t
persuade enough / anyone to do the pursuit race that same day.

We locked in passing the race fleet on their way out, with questions of
how did we go on? We still didn’'t know even having spoken to our man
on the island, but we’'d had a good weekend. It wasn't until 16.20 when
he rang up and told us we’d “cleaned up” and could we send a van for
the trophies, did we know how well we’'d done. First over all, first
monohull and first in class; 3 great trophies. We are probably the last
boat to be able to take them off the island as they are building a trophy
cabinet for them, but it's well worth

having a go for them, a good sail, an excellent weekend.

Rob Smallwood

Photo by: Isle of Man newspapers
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Recently, an email was circulated to the LYC membership with a
valid email address (around 80% of total membership) in order to
get a general feel of the membership’s view of a potential merge
with Tranmere Sailing Club. It is included here:-

Dear LYC Member,

At the AGM, it was clear that some of you wanted more information
about the talks that had been held between Liverpool Yacht Club
and Tranmere Sailing Club regarding a possible merger.

LYC was originally approached regarding a merger some time ago
as they felt the decline of TSC was inevitable now that most yacht
sailing on the Mersey was focused at Liverpool Marina. LYC has
many members who are also members of TSC and TSC is also a
kindred club and because of this we have been keen to listen to
TSC and help with their future if possible.

TSC representatives and a small sub committee from LYC
consisting of myself, John D’Henin, and John Gillick have talked at
length about a possible merger and reported back to the LYC
management committee. We have tried to focus on the bigger
picture of sailing on the Mersey as well as the interests of LYC
members. | am mindful that only a few years ago the area of
Liverpool where we meet today was run down with security issues
as Tranmere is today, so we should look at the long term potential
of the Tranmere site when we think about the merger.

We reached a point about eighteen months ago where we felt we
had a framework for a deal that could be put to the LYC
membership, but support for that outline plan wavered at committee
and the deal lost momentum.
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The new 2007/2008 committee at LYC is more positive and wants
to get the talks back on track. There is no point in proceeding,
however, if the LYC membership does not support the idea, so
below I list the main points that may be of interest to LYC members
and your comments on any of these would be helpful in directing
the management committee and should be sent to the Honorary
Secretary.

1) TSC is slowly declining and wants to join with LYC to preserve its
historic races and heritage.

2) TSC would bring to the merger two major offshore events, a club
house and boat yard and a balance sheet of about £100,000 of
which £20,000 is cash. TSC also has use of a slip way and
moorings at Tranmere. There are also a number of highly
committed individuals who would help form a strong management
team in the merged club.

3) The main base of the merged club would be Liverpool but the
TSC site has potential to be improved to allow greater use of the
club house and boat storage and launch facilities.

4) A new burgee would be designed to recognise design elements
of both club burgees.

5) To preserve the history and seniority of the merged club in line
with the longer history of TSC the RYA advises the merger should

be of LYC into TSC.

6) For a deal to proceed, TSC require that they be recognised in the
name of the merged club in the form of “ Liverpool and Tranmere
Yacht Club”

Items 5 and 6 above are the two things that have caused most
problems when talking about the merger here at

Liverpool. There is a great deal of resistance to changing the name
of Liverpool Yacht Club. Our President is particularly concerned
that any name change may have implications for our relationship
with the City of Liverpool. The mechanism of merger is another
emotive issue but in practice it is only a mechanism.
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The new club would be based in Liverpool, dominated by LYC
members and officers and would not lose any of its current identity.
That said it is clear that there is a price to pay with respect to the
name if any merger went ahead. The question must be, “Is that
price good value - is the merger worthwhile?” | would like to make
the case that it is.

If we do not make a deal with TSC it will continue to operate for the
foreseeable future. The bar makes a small profit and it has many
loyal and active members. If, however, TSC merges with LYC we
have numerous options.

It would be straightforward to maintain, with minimal expenditure,
the current site at Tranmere, run the two major Tranmere sailing
events from Liverpool and utilise the historic trophies for other
events in the LYC calendar. The merged club would have a
stronger balance sheet and could invest in a more extensive
programme of events at Liverpool Marina and pay for the
equipment to support them. This is not an ambitious option, but
safe enough and easy to deliver. It should bring benefits to all
members. In this safe scenario, LYC and TSC members benefit in
more activity, equipment and a stronger balance sheet.

In a more pessimistic scenario, it may be that with the centre of
gravity pulled over to Liverpool, the Tranmere club house would
stop being used and the site would be mothballed pending some
future use or sale. In this case, existing LYC members would still
benefit from the extra resources and cash for activity in Liverpool
and Tranmere members will have succeeded in preserving their
name and heritage.

There is, however, a more ambitious scenario. There is an option to
invest in the Tranmere site. Development could allow us to extend
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our boating activity further. We could use some of the cash resources
brought from Tranmere to prime projects which are eligible for grants
to improve the Tranmere site. It is a deprived area and security will be
an issue, but the challenges faced are similar to those that Liverpool
Sailing Club is now conquering near Speke Airport. Places to launch
and store boats are few on the Mersey estuary and no other water-
front land is available or likely to be for any new club in the future. |
think we should seize the opportunity to combine with TSC, build on
our current programme of events, strengthen our balance sheet, se-
cure the sailing access at Tranmere and develop the sites potential in
the long term. This view now has considerable support in your man-
agement committee. The biggest price to be paid would be a change
of club name.

There were 19 responses and many of these are positive. They have
all been posted (anonymously) on the LYC website, www.lyc.org.uk/
news.htm and | urge you to take a look! It has given the new
committee the incentive to continue talking to TSC about the
prospective merge. There are still some issues mainly concerning the
site itself which need more questions answered. While we are still
considering solutions to any possible problems raised we are now
working on a development plan for exploiting the assets of a merged
club and we are exploring a number of initiatives including mooring
syndicate or club owned day boats, evening racing throughout the
Spring/Summer on a regular evening, low water racing, team racing,
training — activities which will diversify the club.

While more ambitious plans are discussed it is becoming obvious how
we could successfully make use of the area to build on our existing
club activities in Liverpool. It is the aim of the committee to present a
formal proposal to LYC members before the end of 2007.

If you have any comments then please contact the Hon Sec either at
lyc_honsec@yahoo.co.uk or Liverpool Yacht Club, c/o Coburg Dock,
L3 4BP.
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It has been confirmed by the Harbourside Marina
Management and British Waterways that this work will start
in November 2007 to be completed in March 2008. We are
currently exploring ways to continue with our scheduled race
program and have looked at other marinas and areas in the
northwest for temporary berthing from which we can race.

Obituary

It was with great sadness that the club heard of the recent
passing of Peggy Barrett, the Manageress of The Coburg
Pub.

Peggy was always there for LYC members. Putting on
wonderful Buffets when we needed them for special
occasions and especially when we couldn't use the Marina
(in difficult times when it was closed and awaiting a new
Manager) the 'Coburg' became our Club House and we held
meetings and social nights there. We were always looked
after well and at the end of the night Peggy would produce a
huge plate of sandwiches for us all. She was a lovely lady
and will be greatly missed by both old and new members of
LYC.

5

| am presently an outboard member as | am taking my boat
on a tour of the UK. We started out on March 2nd braving
storms and the threat of containers following a further spill
from the Napoli at Lyme Bay so the crossing was dark,
rough and scary. All well since then, ports of call were Poole,
Salcombe, Falmouth, Waterford in Ireland, Dublin, Bangor
NI. Troon then Largs and Inverkip in Scotland. The boat is
still at Inverkip she has been there for about two months
whilst we are doing some summer cruising in the Lochs.
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The cruising will finish with a trip through the Crinan Canal to
Craobh then we start the journey again on Sept 8th from
Craobh in the Western Isles, through the Caledonian Canal
which takes in Loch Ness.

Heading down the East Coast calling at Edinburgh, Newcas-
tle, London and Gosport to complete the trip, she will be go-
ing in Chichester for some maintenance work and then we
are to bring her home to Liverpool and Holyhead in Novem-
ber.

We are incidentally looking for crew for the London - Gosport

leg and the home coming trip from Chichester.

Incidentally | started
my sailing at
Liverpool racing on
Xtreme and
occasionally
Sonnet, Quattro and
Mighty Max........ I
did the 2006 -07
Clipper Race leg 7
from Jamaica
across the Atlantic
and we plan to do
the ARC in my boat
in Nov 2008

The boats name is
Magic Pelagic and
she is a Dufour 44
Performance
Cruiser.

Paul Simmons
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Shares offered in Dufour 35 Sailing cruiser -
Sail in the Mediterranean.

“Muchacha” is a 1981 Dufour 35 in first class order
with:
" Teak Decks.

Furling Genoa.

4 self tailing Winches.

48HP Perkins.

Cabin Heating System.

Fridge.

Brookes & Gatehouse Instruments.

Fwd Water Tank.

Salt Water domestic system.

Radar.

VHF radio

Dan Buoy.

Avon Dinghy.

Outboard.

Stern Anchor & much, much more.
The boat is based in Ampuriabrava, Roses, Gerona,
Spain, only 2hrs15mins by air from Liverpool. A 45min.
drive from the airport finds you in the purpose built
resort.
Lots of boats, restaurants, shops and activities to suit
all ages.
The Bay of Roses is renowned for its fine beaches and
good sailing all year round.
The areas both north and south of Roses are desig-
nated as marine nature reserves and the coast to the
north towards Perpignon, France is classed as an area
of outstanding beauty.
One sixth share can be purchased at a value of £6000,
up to half share available.

If you would like to spend some of the summer sailing in the
Mediterranean then contact Jack Hilton on 01942 882228 to
hear full details of this offer.



&

Four wheeled Rapide boat trailer for sale with braked
load of 25 ton. Galvanised, docking arms with bow prop.
Twin/single keel support. Length 22 feet, width 7 feet 6
inches.

£2,200

For further information telephone: 01244 661 306



