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This will be my last report as 
Commodore. It has been a very 
eventful two years and I did not 
know what I was letting myself 
in for; now I know I find it is time 
to go. Except for the sometimes 
complicated politics, I have 
enjoyed every minute of it. I 
suppose this is all part of being 
in charge of any Yacht Club, 
and my strong shoulders have 
managed to bear the strain. 
However, I am glad to give the 
responsibility to the next 
Commodore whom I will support 
all the way.  
 
Not much to report on since the 
last Grapevine; quiz nights have 
been a continued success and 
the National Trust coastal talk 
was very interesting. We had 
the Annual Dinner at the Marriott 
Hotel; a good night was had by 
the majority of people. Mary and 
her team are to be 
congratulated yet again for their 
hard work and it was not an 
easy job with the dinner being 
held at a different Hotel this 
year.  
 
What a start to 2007! With all 
the gale force winds, three races 
had to be postponed and then 
cancelled as we did not have 
enough calendar space left to lift 

the postponements of which the 
Renard Systems Brass Monkey 
took the brunt.  
 
The Wirral Implant Easter Bunny 
series was a great success, 
especially from my point of view 
as I won Class 2 in Quilla the 
first day and came second on the 
second day!! The first day of the 
series was two races back to 
back, with the start and finish by 
Gullmaren up river. Steve 
Harrison was O.O.D. on 
Gullmaren with his race control 
team from Quattro, all of whom 
did an excellent job. Once back 
in the Marina a party was held 
onboard Gullmaren for the crews 
of the yachts that had been in 
the races. Thanks to Steve and 
Rachelle for the wine and nibbles 
and to the Commodore’s Lady 
Ann for the wine and champers. 
Afterwards Neil Thomas had 
booked dinner at the Villa Roma 
in town for about 30 diners. It 
was a wonderful end to a day of 
racing with wind and sunshine. 
 
Referring to the Grapevine, I 
recently spoke to our RYA. North 
West Area Secretary, who is on 
our mailing list, who said how 
much he enjoyed LYC’s 
Grapevine with so many good 
articles that appear every three 
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months. He let me know if LYC 
needed any help with anything, 
he would be pleased to oblige. I 
myself really enjoyed Stuart 
Lofthouse’s voyage on the 
delivery with Dave Uthank’s new 
boat to Liverpool; it was an 
inspiration to all sailors. I was 
also impressed with Nick 
Ogden’s articles and Alastair’s 
‘The Ocean Beyond’ and these 
were all in our last edition. Well 
done to Liz Fowle (ably assisted 
by husband Tim). We are looking 
forward to this edition. 
 
We have a very full calendar to 
fulfil this year and next, I.O.M. 
Midnight Race, Lyver Trophy 
Race to Howth, Menai Straits 
Regatta Fortnight, Clipper Start 
for round the world race from 
Liverpool, and many more. 
 
The Main Event of the year is 
upon us; LYC’s. Annual General 
Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 25th April 2007. All 
members will be notified as we 
are looking forward to an 
excellent attendance this year, 
please attend and be involved 
with your club’s future. 
LYC is still on the way up and we 
are delighted to see so many 
new members in our Club. We 
look forward to going from 
strength to strength and by the 
year 2008 LYC being one of 
Liverpool’s City of Culture 
greatest assets. 

Our Club is well on its way to 
becoming a prime centre for 
sailing and all aspects of 
yachting for the young and old 
alike with thriving Cruising and 
Dinghy sections. 
Congratulations to the following 
members who have recently 
been awarded the RYA Yacht 
Masters theory certificates 
through LYC: Tim Piper, Sue 
Clements, Peter Brown and 
Linder Walsh 
 
Recently Ann and I, with Mary 
the Rear Commodore, went to 
the Mersey Mission to 
Seafarers, to present a cheque 
of your raffle money to them for 
the work they do for Asian 
Seafarers [male and female] 
that visit Liverpool. The 
presentation was made to the 
Chief Executive John P. Wilson, 
who explained the work that 
they do for the seafarers and 
we enjoyed a tour of the 
building and facilities. 
 
What do you think of the 
alterations to the bar/lounge?  
 
If you have any ideas to make it 
look like a Yacht Club rather 
than a Wine Bar please have a 
word with any of the Flag 
Officers or Vice Presidents; 
Chris the General Manager 
really wants our ideas.  
 
 

2 



He has promised to give us our corner back, which is currently the 
smoking area, from the magic date of 1st July 2007. Things to come 
soon will be fabric curtains on the windows, a Trophy Cabinet for 
our silverware, Club Burgees of various Yacht Clubs on display and 
a montage of Kindred Club Burgees will be displayed on the wall in 
our area. 
 
Ann and I will continue to be around the club, not as involved as in 
the past two years, but we will be taking part in the many activities 
of the Club and will lend our support to the Vice Presidents, the new 
Commodore, Flag Officers, the Officers of the Committees and of 
course all the members of the Club. 
Thank you all for your acquaintances. 
 
JOHN  D’HENIN - Commodore.  
 

�
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Club Race Officer Course 
In February we held our annual CRO’s course at the club and the 
following are to be congratulated for completing the whole day with-
out falling asleep. 
 
Brian Moreton                     Dave Butterfield             Geoffrey Steen 
Maria Rawsthorne              Brian Mullins                   Tony Perkins 
Alan Dagnall                       Peter Doyle                    Frances Taylor 
Paul Boycott 
 
It is because we run these courses at regular intervals that the club 
can boast to have some of the strongest race management teams 
on the west coast of the UK, and some of the best organised keel 
boat racing. 
This has not happened by chance. Some years ago, when the club 
was younger, it was decided that if we wanted a high standard of 
racing then we needed to train boat crews to carry out these duties, 
and once a good standard was reached we had to carry on training 
teams for the future.  
This is even more important today as the club is progressing and 
planning for bigger and better events and has to keep on growing. 
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Now I come to the crunch! We 
can only run CRO courses in 
house because we have an RYA 
Regional Race Officer as a club 
member. Without a RRO we 
would have to go outside for 
training (another club) and this 
would be at a cost and would 
reduce numbers. At present we 
only have one RRO and we need 
to strengthen our team, so we 
are looking for someone who 
enjoys race management and 
can spare the time to attend a 
two day RYA examination 
course, and then a one day 
seminar every 3 to 4 years. 
 
After that they would help run our 
in house CRO courses, eventu-
ally taking over from the old 
codger in post. But that’s not all, 
for once qualified they would be 
put on the RYA’s race officer list 
and from time to time be invited 
to officiate at other clubs open 
meetings and also to assist at 
national events, which in turn 
could lead to invitations to assist 
in overseas events even possibly 
the Olympics. 
 
One new RRO would be great 
for the club but two would be 
even better. Please don’t be shy, 
for if I can do it so can you. 
Sea Survival Course 
The response to this course has 
been overwhelming, so much so 
that we have arranged a second 

course on the 12th May and we 
only have a couple of places left 
on that. 
 
We are now trying to sort out a 
venue to run a further course in 
Sept/ Oct. this already has 3 
places taken, more about that in 
a few months time. 
Apart from these courses being 
the sensible thing for all those 
that venture out beyond Brazil 
(New Brighton) it’s a requirement 
for some of the longer offshore 
races and is very likely to be part 
of the requirement for some of 
our club races in the not too dis-
tant future. 
 
In addition to the sea survival 
certificate, for some of these 
events, it will be necessary to 
hold an RYA recognised First Aid 
cert. and to have attended a half 
day heavy weather/ weather 
forecasting seminar. I am told on 
good authority (Richard Booth) 
that these courses will be re-
quired for 30% of a boat’s crew 
plus the skipper and that they will 
have to be retaken at regular 
intervals. 
 
Straits weeks 
Don’t forget to get your entries in 
early. Richard Booth is  
collecting these so that we can 
send them in ‘in-bulk’ but you 
have to make your own  
arrangements for moorings with 
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Michael Butterfield, Menai Strait regatta chairman,  
Tel.: 01248 810300 or e-mail: pmbutterfield@msn.com 
I have some entry forms if you need them. 
Derek 

This year has gone so quickly, yet you don't notice when you are 
kept busy. 
 
It has been hectic but active at times for the House Committee. We 
have tried to cater for all  LYC members, by putting on a  
variety of events throughout the year, right up to the Annual  
Dinner. The dinner itself was thoroughly enjoyed by most of the 200 
members and guests who attended. I would like to thank everyone 
who helped me organise this special occasion. 
 

My appreciation goes out to all members and none  
members who donated such wonderful prizes for the raffle,  
especially first prize donated by one of our members Angie Cross; 
somebody is going to have a great holiday. Second prize was do-
nated by Patty Atherton, who isn't a club member, but some of you 
will have met her and partner Ron. They live on board their boat 
'Butterfly' moored at the Marina. They are both often out on 
'Gullmaren' taking photos of the racing. The 'Booby' prize was 
kindly donated by the new manager at the Marina Chris Guest. I 
think we all wanted to win that one; it went to a good home, a friend 
of Helen and Mark Blanchard who collects that sort of memorabilia 
(Navy man) Thank you to all members and guests who bought tick-
ets. The proceeds went to two very good causes. 
 

Equally it would be remiss of me not to take this opportunity to  
express my sincere gratitude to all those members who  
supported all the events during the year. I hope you were rewarded 
by meeting new friends and 'new crew' for the future. The aim of 
our wonderful club is to encourage and support; experience is 
PRICELESS.  
 
Richard McCormick, our Quiz Master continues to do an excellent 
job. Please support his efforts, it's only once a month and I can 
guarantee you will go home with a smile on your face (especially if 
you win); there is lots of friendly banter and plenty of laughter. 
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I am pleased to see the cruising side of the club getting more  
involved. I have been able to liaise with Jerry Turnbull and Russell 
Cummings, they now have the confidence and backing to go ahead 
and organise talks and visits - which is a big help to the Rear  
Commodore. Check the notice board for future events, please try and 
attend whenever you can. It's your club - be there! 
It has been a great honour to have served as Rear Commodore for the 
last twelve months. I hope I have fulfilled all I promised at last years 
AGM. John D'Henin and Ann Gardner have given me their full support 
and encouragement throughout the last twelve months. They should be 
applauded for the commitment they have shown over the past two 
years for LYC, both on the water and at club nights, always at hand to 
welcome members new and old. Thank you both. 
Mary Dickinson 
 
A grand total of £550 was raised for charity at the Annual Dinner  
Raffle £250 of which was donated to the Mersey Mission to  
Seafarers (see picture below) and the other £300 of which will be  
presented to a representative of the RNLI by Tricia Grout and Angela 
Oates after a weekend race (to be arranged).  

The Commodore and Commodores Lady presenting a cheque for £250.00 to  
Mr John P. Wilson, Chief Executive to Mersey Mission to Seafarers  

Courtesy of Mary Dickonson 



Dinghy Section 
 

Well here we go again, a new 
season upon us and all 
thoughts of snow, ice and all 
that horrible stuff behind us, 
hopefully.  
 
At the time of writing we have 
just started dinghy sailing for 
the new season, a few turned 
up on Easter Saturday to sail 
in a light NW breeze and 
lovely sunshine. 
 
We’ve been busy over the 
winter period though. In early 
November we hauled the 
GP’s out the water and  
transported then down to 
Alec Farell’s storage yard in 
Widnes. After being left to dry 
for a couple of weeks they 
have now been fully rubbed 
down, primered and painted 
ready to go.  
The boats look superb and 
are due to be brought back to 
the Queens dock this week, 
after which we will be fitting a 
new tiller, sails and halyards 
etc. 

Derek, Jim and I took a trip 
up to Doncaster to look at a 
number of new GP14’s hulls, 
which have been left in a boat 
yard for many years. The idea 
being if they were in any  
better condition then ours, we 
would transfer all the parts 
from our boats to the new 
hulls. As it happens, they 
were in a poor state and in 
view of the dinghies being 
required for early April, we 
didn’t have enough time  
anyway. 
 
On Saturday 17th March, I 
attended a Fire Marshals 
course at the Mersey  
Watersports Centre. Due to 
new Fire regulations, an LYC 
member must attend the 
course if we intend to use the 
Centre after normal work 
hours (9-5). Since we offer 
sailing on Wednesday and 
Friday evenings, I  
volunteered myself.  
 
On17th March, we  
commenced our Keelboat 
Awareness course in the 
Brunswick dock. This was 
arranged after Richard  
Baldwin had publicised a  
novice sailors meeting at the 
club on Wednesday 7th 
March.  
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We were all delighted when a group, including eight club 
members and one temporary member, wanted to do the 
course with us.    
As per last year, we met on Gullmaren for the initial briefing, 
which included all the safety issues and then split into two 
parties. One group went off with Jack Hilton on SheFever; 
the other went out with Mike Inman on Musketeer. At the time 
of writing we have completed three of the five planned  
Saturdays and it has gone extremely well with everyone  
having a good laugh, enjoying the experience and learning a 
lot.  
Looking forward to a great 2007 with Liverpool Yacht Club. 
 
Dave Butterfield 
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DISCOVERING NEW CRUISING GROUND 
 

An unsuccessful attempt to retrieve the Midway mark ground 
tackle lost in heavy weather last year has brought  
unexpected benefit to LYC members. 
 
Race control members Alan Dickinson, Chris Barrow and 
Jim Connolly, together with Ron and Patty Atherton set off 
up river aboard Gullmaren two hours after high water and 
anchored near G.7 buoy about 150 metres to the west of the 
Garston channel. Three and a half hours into the ebb, the 
bank between the Garston and Eastham channels presented 
itself and Alan, Chris and Jim boarded the club RIB, 
equipped with metal detector, spades and rake and made 
our way ashore. 
 
In spite of having the GPS position we were unable to locate 
the lost ground tackle sunk so far beneath the sands of the 
Mersey never to be seen again; although Neil Thomas  
profited from our efforts as Alan and Chris found a very  
expensive pair of spinnaker sheets and shackles lost some 
two weeks previously during a practice session involving 
Mighty Max which went wrong. 
  



In the bar later that week Neil rewarded the saviours of his tackle 
in the usual way and treated us also to the previously unheard of 
account of the heroic and death defying  
circumstances of the incident. The beer was fine - the story? Oh 
well!  
 
However the real bonus of the trip was the discovery that the 
upper reaches of the Mersey at low water are accessible and 
ideal for the recreational use of our members between tides. The 
sandbank consists of hard packed, clean golden sand, perfect for 
games of cricket, rounders, football, beach  
volleyball, barbecues and picnics. At low water the area is ideal 
for topper sailing and water skiing. 
Gullmaren rode happily to her anchor throughout the ebb and 
flood and as she draws six feet there is clearly enough water for 
most LYC yachts at all states of the tide. 
 
We will be actively promoting days out throughout the  
summer. The ideal tide is one where high water time is from eight 
thirty till ten thirty A.M. in order that yachts can re-enter the ma-
rina between seven to nine P.M. 
Suggestions from the dinghy and cruising sections in  
particular are welcome as well as from all other club  
members. See Gullmaren skipper Alan Dickinson or Sailing 
Committee members. 
Remember, Gullmaren belongs to all club members.  
============================================== 

���������������	
��	��

��
   
Class 1   Class 2   Class 3 
Brass Monkey 
1.Another Nods  Musketeer   Tango 
2.Ulula   Skukusa   Catch 32 
3.Mighty Max  Defiance   Legless 
 
Easter Bunny 
1.Mighty Max  Quattro   Catch 32 
2.Sleeper   Quilla    Tango 
3.Seaker   Impact   Night Flyer 
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LYVER TROPHY RACE 
2007 

This year’s race will start at 1630 hrs (BST) on Friday 
6th July  from the LYC start line. The course of approxi-

mately 120 miles will finish at Howth Yacht Club,  
Ireland. 

Miles accrued in the Lyver Trophy Race count toward 
qualification for the Rolex Fastnet Race. 

 
Entries: £40 – on a special form to be obtained from  

Peter Summerfield, 60 Allerton Road, Woolton,  
Liverpool L25 7RG 0151 428 7000 

 
The Lyver Trophy Race 2007 is organised jointly by Royal 

Dee Yacht Club and  
Liverpool Yacht Club. 
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THE ISLE OF MAN RACE 
SECOND OF JUNE 2006 
 
Four o'clock in the afternoon. We 
met up with Vinny and Sue, and 
April. This was it; the Isle of Man 
or bust. A learning curve, great 
adventure, or a big mistake? 
Whatever it was to be, it would 
make or break us! 
 
Billy had little experience but ap-
peared enthused by it all. Re-
markable considering, following a 
stroke, he had just had a five 
hour operation on his cerotic ar-
tery. In typical Billy style he had 
acquired all the best gear and 
was parading up and down the 
marina in a Musto suit. I too was 
well equipped, but a last minute 
trawl of the boat shop was neces-
sary if Damian, my son, was to 
be properly rigged out. So a pair 
of wellies and Musto Salopettes 
later we boarded the good ship 
April. 
 
Vinny, the skipper, gave us a lec-
ture on protocol and the where-
abouts of everything and then we 
cast off into the Brunswick dock. 
The 'lockout' was amazing. We 
had seen nothing like it before. 
Fifteen boats and 150 crew, 
laughing and joking, shouting, 
jostling, chatting, and dancing 

about the boats in a bout of ca-
maraderie that was befitting of 
comrades on the front line. All 
this in an area the size of an allot-
ment plot. 
 
We shipped out with the rest, 
ready for the race, but unlike the 
others we did not hoist our sail. 
Instead we powered our way on 
the outgoing tide towards the 
river mouth. Our first job was to 
stow the fenders away.  
Unfortunately, at this point, Sue 
tripped on a sandwich Damian 
had placed in the companionway 
and her foot landed on one of the 
fenders, which led, sadly, to a 
very nasty swelling and a 
sprained ankle. Our first thought 
was to turn back and take her to 
hospital. Indeed, I was shocked 
by the speed her ankle had 
swelled and suggested it. How-
ever, she convinced us all it was 
not necessary, and, being the 
sailor she was, and a brave 
woman at that, she insisted we 
continue to our destination in the 
Isle of Man. 
 
An hour later the race had 
started. By which time we were 
well on our way and about five 
miles ahead of the rest. Sue 
rested alongside the tiller wheel, 
and Vinny educated us about the 
buoys, the currents and the revet-
ment wall. And everything else 
we needed to know in order to 



sail on the Mersey towards our 
final waypoint before Douglas - 
the Q2. After about five hours 
Damian felt sick and his trip 
was partly spoilt from then on.  
 Billy and I were doing well and 
we both watched with admira-
tion, and relief as Damian 
tacked away at Vinny's com-
mands, not just to maintain our 
course but also to stay out the 
way of the racers. 
 
Later in the evening Sue 
served up a bowl of Vinny's 
chicken stew, and a chocolate 
mousse. The meal was excel-
lent and following a cup of hot 
coffee, which for some reason 
was served black, and burnt 
our lips off, we headed into a 
beautiful sunset. Night came 
on slowly and the stars ap-
peared to remind us of our be-
ing. We watched like children 
as the boat heeled backward 
and forward under the Plough, 
and the Crab nebula hung si-
lently above, set forever in the 
great mystery. 
 
Late into the night I managed 
to get an hour of sleep, and 
awoke to find the dawn was 
breaking. Low black clouds we 
thought were hills spread along 
the horizon, while overhead the 
new moon was still showing its 
face.  
Slowly the sun slipped into the 
day and lit up a sea lying still 

and flat, shimmering and 
gleaming like a baby's skin. We 
watched and did not speak but 
thought privately. I saw a fish 
jump out of the water, and 
birds dive straight in without a 
splash to re-emerge a minute 
later and in another place. Bril-
liant! 
 
At eight in the morning we 
crept into Douglas harbour, our 
engine chug, chugging away. 
Many of the racing boats were 
still becalmed and waiting for a 
wind. We moored up the har-
bour alongside a line of other 
boats. The flotilla was well 
manned and had a range of 
professions, including a judge 
and a plumber. Fortunately, we 
also had a ships doctor and he 
dressed Sue's foot, and diag-
nosed it as a sprained tendon. 
Damian went off and Billy and I 
sought out the Marina washing 
facilities. They were bloody 
awful - made worse, said Billy, 
because I took the last of the 
hot water.  
So we decided not to delay our 
visit to my daughter's home 
and phoned my son in law so 
we could arrange a taxi. I 
couldn't remember the name of 
the road, and the taxi driver did 
not know were the Mormon 
temple was - but we eventually 
got there. And Billy had his 
bath. I took Billy to the main 
thoroughfare. It was TT week 
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and the island was full of tour-
ists, a huge fairground, a large 
beer marquee, shoppers and 
happy holiday makers.  
We had a few pints, watched 
the England friendly with Ja-
maica, and ate some fish and 
chips. Then, tired but happy, 
we went back to Jacqueline’s 
and retired early to bed. 
 
We were up at four in the morn-
ing as we had to get to the boat 
early. Damian lent us his car 
and I immediately set the alarm 
off and probably woke the 
street up. I couldn't find the 
lights and drove in the semi 
darkness. At the mooring we 
scaled down the ladder on the 
harbour wall and padded 
across the tied up boats. We 
had noticed some boats out in 
the river and when I could not 
see the name 'April' we were 
left to assume Vinny had gone 
and left us as we were five min-
utes late. Fortunately he was 
watching us through the hatch 
door and was able to argue 
convincingly that we were 
standing next to his boat. We 
had made the mistake of look-
ing at the make of the boat and 
not the name. He had heard us 
muttering about what a bastard 
he was but was able to see the 
funny side of our panic and 
confusion - after all, it was early 
in the morning! 

 
We headed home on a flat 
calm sea, engine running, 
and without Damian as he 
was staying home on the Is-
land. Dave Unthank was to 
take his place, as Sue was 
still unable to do much. He 
was a very likeable man and 
a very experienced sailor and 
taught me a lot, mainly be-
cause he was a natural 
teacher and loved to share 
his expertise. Once again we 
were part of a flotilla. There 
was no wind so we used our 
engine. Some boats put up 
their mainsail and others cop-
ied, but it made little differ-
ence and it was some time 
before a wind blew up. We all 
chatted away as the boat was 
on auto pilot. 
 
Dave eventually put the Gen-
naker sail up. It was a new 
experience for me and can 
best be described as a cross 
between a Genoa and a Spin-
naker.  
It immediately pushed us up 
to 7 knots. Sue loved it and 
bad foot or not was deter-
mined to have a go. Eventu-
ally she tired and let me take 
over for a while. Eventually 
we reached the Mersey en-
trance and Q2; Vinny took the 
wheel. Billy was busy proving 
himself a natural seafarer. He 
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port over those two wonderful 
days. 
 
John Blackall 

���������	
�����
I hope you have enjoyed the 
report from the 19th Century 
race to the Isle of Man, a 
gauntlet thrown down to the 
Class 1 boats for this years 
midnight race  
perhaps?  
 
With the AGM here once 
again, it reminds me that it 
was this time last year that I 
(was) volunteered for the job 
of Grapevine Editor; it has 
been a busy but enjoyable 
year. I would like to say thank 
you to all the contributors, 
regular and occasional, I 
could not do this without you 
and I look forward to another 
productive year. Please keep 
contributing stories, pictures, 
information and recipes; this 
is your Grapevine. 
 
Thanks, 
Liz, Editor 

was an asset to be treasured, 
as people who could stay in 
the galley were few and far 
between. He had endeared 
himself to them all and I found 
it necessary to remind all that 
he was 'my bitch', jokingly of 
course. 
 
We eventually reached Q2 
and the Mersey and headed 
home on the ingoing tide. We 
sailed past the buoys and 
through the channel, past the 
revetment wall, past the glis-
tening dome at Southport, the 
statues on Formby beach, the 
windmills at Seaforth, and into 
the Marina lock. We were too 
early and had to wait until we 
had two metres of water be-
fore finally mooring up. 
 
Once we tidied up we went off 
for a quick lager, inspected 
our burnt faces, marvelled at 
our experiences, and went 
home tired but elated by what 
we had achieved. Vinny took 
Sue to the hospital. We found 
out later she had fractured 
her foot in three places; which 
was truly amazing. She either 
didn't feel pain or was a bit 
mad. Whatever, her love of 
sailing appeared to rob her of 
her senses! Thank you Sue 
and Vinny; we will never for-
get your kindness and sup-
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(l-r) Stuart Lofthouse, Richard Baldwin and Neil Thomas with their 
 trophies at the annual dinner. 
Photo courtesy of : Tony Perkins 

Trophies galore at the Annual Dinner. 
Photo courtesy of: Tony Perkins 
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