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Date Event Start 
time

Race officer

Sunday 7th June LYC Regatta 09.30 RC

Friday 12th June LONG 2 16.00 RC

Thursday 18th June EVE 5 19.00 Rebel

Saturday 20th June WYC Regatta TBC RC

Sunday 21st June WCSC Regatta TBC RC

Sunday 28th June SU 1 15.00 Clairvoyant

Thursday 2nd July EVE 6 19.15 RC

Friday 3rd July LONG 3 TBC RC

Sunday 5th July SU 2 09.30 Hocus Pocus

Sunday 12th July SU 3 13.45 Catch 32

Saturday 18th July LONG 4 TBC WYC

Sunday 26th July SU 4 13.45 Mistoffelees

Saturday 1st August LONG 5 TBC RC

Sunday 9th August SU 5 12.40 Artful Dodger

Sunday 16th August LONG 6 TBC RC

Sunday 23rd August SU 6 12.30 Magic Moments

All race times are BST
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Friday 3 July 2009
From Holyhead to Howth

Approximate distance 100 NM : ISORA race and 
qualifier for the Fastnet

Feeder Race to the Volvo Dun Laoghaire Regatta 2009 

Details from Peter Summerfield +44 (0)151 428 1120 
p.summerfield@btconnect.com

www.lyc.org.uk     www.royaldee.co.uk

Friday 3 July 2009, From Holyhead to Howth
Approximate distance 100 NM : ISORA race and qualifier for the Fastnet

Feeder Race to the Volvo Dun Laoghaire Regatta 2009 

Details from Peter Summerfield +44 (0)151 428 1120 
p.summerfield@btconnect.com

www.lyc.org.uk     www.royaldee.co.uk
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closer day-by-day and we were going 
to make our flights though some by 
that time had managed to make some 
new arrangements for flights home 
and hotel accommodation after arrival. 
They must have been having 
hallucinations about running fresh 
water. Deja vu?

We crossed the finishing line shortly 
after midnight on day 16 with a barrage 
of flash photography coming from a 
dinghy whose operator met all boats 
on arrival, day or night, for a finishing 
photograph. The St Lucian reception 
committee arrived as our lines went 
ashore, bearing rum punch and a 
smile. In the morning we cleared 
immigration as a crew and were then 
free to go ashore as we wished. The 
following night was the ARC beach 
party and with only 30 boats arrived 

there was plenty of food to go round 
while we enjoyed the entertainment – 
dancers and fireeaters. 

But some of us could stay no longer 
and had to fly home again with 
indecent haste. Perhaps those who 
changed their flights got it right, it was 
a long way to come for such a short 
stay – 36 hours.

What did it cost? Excluding flights, 
£264, which takes a lot of beating! The 
TSYT and other sail training 
organisations are always looking for 
volunteer crew. If you fancy sailing as 
a watch leader or mate on the 
Challenger 72s and have the 
experience, look them up on their web 
site for more details 
(www.tallships.org). 

Dawn on the start day
Photo courtesy of Don Smith
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drain the tanks at 25 litres/p/d. The 
cook thought his galley was still 
plumbed into a Welsh mountain lake 
and a few of the crew luxuriated in 
lingering showers. The message didn’t 
really get across and fortunately the 
water maker kept doing its stuff. 
However, when a wet wipe was found 
blocking the port heads the skipper 
became multilingual and broke out in 
fluent Tourette’s. I knew the tune but I 
must confess I didn’t recognise all the 
words. 

Peace broke out once more and the 
astro navigator’s day became 
established, at least as well as it can 
be when working watch-on watch-off. I 
got plenty of sights both on and 
between watches and a few compass 
checks, more than enough for the RYA 
examiner. It’s not the black art that 
some make of it, but like any group we 
have our own distinguishing badge of 
office, a small wooden box. Beware; 
there are some pretenders who use 
them to carry nothing more significant 
than their sandwiches and a handheld 
GPS. You will have spotted the fatal 
flaw in this modernist pretence; you 
need more than a round of sandwiches 
to cross an ocean.

We bought a fishing rod, reel and 
some tackle in Las Palmas and 
proceeded to challenge Robson 
Green. We did catch Dorado, enough 
to go on the menu, but the leviathan 
that tore away our lure and line would 
have impressed Robson himself. The 
fish were a useful addition to the fare 
but fishing was also a useful 
diversional exercise during the quieter 
parts of the trip.

We held our breath for a few days as 
the boat speed slowed down; the trade 
winds were only giving us 10+ knots, 
nowhere near enough to get us to St 
Lucia in time for flights home and new 
crew arriving. Would we make it? 
Unlikely. If not, how were we going to 
reorganise our flights? It’s always a 
problem, time appreciation and how 
much to leave for a margin. Who would 
blink first, us or Challenger 4? In the 
end we both dropped out of the racing 
division and began to motor. Thus 
began days of continuous engine 
noise and heat as the air and water 
temperature rose and with it the 
humidity. Sleep for some became 
impossible and the mate retreated on 
deck only to be greeted by a flying fish 
straight into his sleeping bag.

North west of the Cape Verde islands 
we stopped for hands to bathe, which 
was welcome indeed. Plunging from 
the bows into the crystal-clear, blue 
water was refreshing and remarkably 
warm. A charted depth of ~3000m is 
immaterial after the first six feet.

The trade winds picked up again but 
not before we passed through a belt of 
rain, lightening and squalls. Forget the 
chill of north Atlantic waters, these are 
the latitudes night watches in tee shirts 
if dry or swimming shorts and jacket is 
wet. The latter rig did have the 
advantage of being wrung out and 
dried between watches. There was 
also the possibility of a fresh water 
shampoo in the rain.

Reprieved from the tyranny of engine 
noise we were under sail again, 
usually flying the spinnaker and 
making 7-8 knots. St Lucia was getting 
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From the Editor

Welcome to this edition of Grapevine.  The Annual General Meeting was 
held on 22nd April during which new Flag Officers were elected. Details of 
the new appointees can be seen below.  

However, Derek, Mary, and Annie have written valedictory messages for 
this newsletter.  I’m sure we all look forward to the first columns by the new 
offices in the next edition.

Thanks to all contributors for this edition.  If anybody has any articles, 
adverts or suggestions for the next edition, please send them to: 
grapevine_lyc@yahoo.co.uk

       ����������������������������

AGM Report

Richard Baldwin

The AGM for both Liverpool Yacht Club and Tranmere Sailing club was well 
attended with 86 members registering to vote.  After the formal notice of 
meeting, welcome by the chairman, apologies for absence; approval of the 
minutes of the last AGMs and any matters arising, the retiring Flag Officers 
gave their summary reports.  

The highlight of the year for retiring Rear Commodore Annie Ward was the 
Tall Ships event and she thanked everyone for their support during her 
period in office.  Retiring Vice Commodore Mary Dickinson was pleased that 
we had re-established ourselves after the prolonged lock disruption.  Gull 
Maren has been well used with a highlight being greeting the returning round 
the world clippers at the Bar.  During her period in office the cruising section 
has flourished and the dinghy section continues to thrive.  The retiring Vice 
Commodore of TSC, Dave Unthank, described how the Tranmere site has 
been improved since the Alliance was formed with improved security and 
general improvements to car parking and the boat yards.  Discussions are 
in place to try to establish some club moorings at Tranmere and to increase 
the water borne activities from the Tranmere site.

Front Cover  - Hilbre Island cruise
Photo courtesy of Jerry Turnbull
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Retiring Commodore Derek Sparks reiterated many of the comments made 
by the other Flag Officers and paid tribute to the efforts of the late John 
D’Henin who in particular had championed the links with TSC.  He thanked 
all the club officers for the effort and support they had given him during his 
period of office as well as the support of the members and in particular his 
wife Maggie.

The Retiring President of LYC, Alastair Soane, reported on the progress that 
had been made over the years and in particular the part played by the club 
in bring and supporting the Clipper Race at Liverpool .

Honorary Treasurer Mark Blanchard presented the accounts for both LYC 
and TSC and these were formally accepted as were the auditors.

Retiring Membership Secretary Richard Baldwin presented constitutional 
amendments with respect to the annual fees and changes to the 
membership rules to bring our rules in line with our and current best practice.  
The rule changes were also aimed at constitutional changes that would 
improve our ability to obtain future grants and to defend our discretionary 
business rate relief.  

To achieve these objectives we needed to remove the Proposer and 
Seconder requirements from our application procedure together with the 
posting of a notice of the applicants.  These changes were much debated 
and were eventually approved by an almost 75% majority.  All the other 
motions were carried unanimously.   

David Wray presented a TSC byelaw change to remove the restriction that 
the TSC club night must be on a Wednesday evening, this was also 
approved unanimously.

Alistair Soane outlined the many reasons why he thought that Sir Robin 
Knox- Johnston should be elected as the President of both LYC and TSC.

The meeting was then adjourned during which the secret ballot for Officers 
and Members of the Alliance Management Committee were counted.  The 
results of these elections were as follows:       
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We’d had a splendid week in Las 
Palmas preparing for the event which 
was well organised by the World 
Cruising Club. The weather was good 
as was the company and hospitality. 
Sadly there was an event that left a 
sour taste, particularly with the loss of 
Ouzo in mind. On the first night watch 
I discovered the deck spotlight had 
been taken from the day locker inside 
the companionway where I had 
stowed it ready for the inspection. 
This underlines the need for vigilance 
for your boat and neighbour’s. 
Fortunately we had no critical need of 
the spotlamp on this passage.

There were three Challenge 72s in 
the ARC fleet, Challengers 1 & 4 from 
TSYT and Big Spirit from Big Spirit 
Adventures; we kept an ear cocked 
throughout the crossing to compare 
our progress. For the first day much 
of the fleet stayed together but we 
soon stretched out as the faster boats 
forged ahead and the whole fleet 
fanned out as skippers took their shot 
at the best course across to St Lucia. 
We opted for a traditional south west 
to pick up better trade winds and then 
west to St Lucia. Others took the 
rhumb line course and despite the 
generally light airs Geisha was 
dismasted and headed for the Azores 
under jury rig.

The sailing for the first few days was 
good, making seven and eight knots 
under spinnaker. As the fleet 
dispersed the number of sails visible 
at dawn dwindled. At dusk masthead 
lights would appear where no sail had 
been visible, would overhaul us or be 
overhauled and be gone by dawn. 
The stars were truly amazing, more 

than I’ve ever seen before when 
away from urban light pollution. So 
many as to be confusing, added to 
which the familiar constellations of 
higher latitudes were misplaced, at 
the wrong attitude or partially masked 
by the horizon to be immediately 
recognised. On the plus side there 
was more than enough starlight to 
see across the deck with ease, even 
on a moonless night.

My watch of seven had a range of 
experience from seasoned offshore 
sailors to novices; I also had Göran, 
an extremely capable Swedish 
offshore sailor. Steering was 
interesting to begin with until the 
deep S-bends were ironed out and 
the compass lubber line lost its 
novelty and fatal attraction. We 
settled down into a routine and 
rotated all the deck watch tasks, 
always losing one to the mother 
watch. I quickly got into my sleep 
routine though others suffered when 
they tarried on deck and played. They 
got the message soon enough when 
the sleep deficit caught up with them.

Thankfully music was rarely played at 
volume on the saloon system, those 
who needed it had MP3 players to 
relax to. The symphony of the sea – 
the whispering, gurgling or roaring of 
the wake, the creaks and dings, the 
muffled chatter of the deck watch, the 
rolls in tempo and syncopations of a 
sailing vessel alive at sea – was there 
for all. Canned music you can enjoy 
any time.

As we got into our rhythm the ocean 
idyll broke.  Allowing for 2.5 litres/p/d 
for all purposes we had managed to 
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Don Smith

If you had ever thought of doing the 
Atlantic Rally for Cruisers (ARC) or a 
similar ocean passage but have been 
put off by the costs, think again. I was 
looking around for an opportunity to do 
the ocean qualifying passage, some 
organisations were clearly too 
expensive, others unavailable. I was 
beginning to think I would have to put 
it off for another year when email from 
the Tall Ship’s Youth Trust (TSYT) to 
their volunteer crew list arrived 
advertising for watch leaders and 
mates for their new Challenge 72 fleet. 

I rang them up; there were berths for 
watch leaders available on various 
legs from UK out to Gibraltar, Madeira 
and Gran Canaria as well as the ARC 
to St Lucia so I bagged one on the 
ARC, at £11 a day. I still had the flights 
to cover to Las Palmas and back from 
St Lucia, but they were not the rate 
limiters.

I arranged to do an acquaint sail on a 
Challenge 72 in Portsmouth one 
weekend in September. I was in date 
for RYA Sea Survival and other 
courses but I arranged to do the RYA/
ISAF Offshore Safety course in 
Liverpool with Neil Thomas, which was 
good value. There was all sorts of 
other preparation so the date of 
departure raced up all too quickly.

Challenger 1 was lying in Las Palmas 
in the Muelle Deportivo which required 
and bus trip into El Teresa bus station 
and a taxi from there. Arriving slightly 
ahead of the other crew I was able to 

pick a good bunk – middle port outer – 
which suited me well for a trip 
predominantly on starboard tack. It 
was to be an adult crew for this 
passage with the girls and a married 
couple taking the more private berths 
in the quarter.

There was a long list of defects on 
Challenger 1 to rectify and an even 
longer list of maintenance work to 
complete before the ARC scrutineer 
boarded at the end of the week. 
Remembering Neil Thomas’ watch 
words “No surprises,” we went to it. It 
was all straight forward – pull 
everything out, clean out, check, 
service, repack and re-stow according 
to the stowage plan. Divers were in the 
water pulling the propeller and refitting 
it; mast, standing and running rigging 
were checked; winches serviced; the 
list went on and on, but by Thursday 
we were ready for the scrutineer.

Meanwhile the cook and the skipper 
had been drafting their stores list and 
deliveries began to arrive from various 
stores and markets. All needed to be 
checked, sorted and stowed. Iron 
rations, dry rations, milk, fruit, 
vegetables, meat frozen, meat 
vacuum-packed, meat smoked and 
meat tinned; domestic stores; the list 
went on. To avoid cockroach eggs no 
cardboard was boarded and to protect 
the perishables all fruit and vegetables 
were washed in dilute hypochlorite 
solution. And then we were ready to 
sail. We were duly briefed on the 
Saturday and sailed with the racing 
division on a sunny Sunday November 
morning.

AN ATLANTIC CROSSING

5

Sir Robin Knox-Johnston was elected as President for both Liverpool Yacht 
Club and Tranmere Sailing Club to succeed the retiring Presidents Alistair 
Soane of LYC and Bill Hirst of TSC.

The newly elected Management Committee for both clubs will be as follows:

Commodore    Mary Dickinson
Vice Commodore-Sailing  Annie Ward
Vice Commodore-Tranmere  Richard Baldwin
Rear Commodore   Jim Connolly
Honorary Secretary   Roz Kelly
Honorary Treasurer   Mark Blanchard
Racing Captain   Andrew Napper
Dinghy Captain   Paul Armitage

And the following elected members will also sit on the Committee:

Gordon Dewar
Tudor Goodman
Paul Hampson
David Kitchen
Dave Unthank

Newly elected Commodore Mary Dickinson said “As the newly appointed 
Commodore of LYC/TSC I would just like to express my sincere thanks to 
all those members who have supported me over the years.  I will continue 
to work hard for the good of both clubs and the proud history they have 
earned in keeping sailing/racing alive not only on this great river of ours but 
wherever our club burgees are flown.” 

Honorary Secretary Roz Kelly presented Derek Sparks with an inscribed 
Ship’s Decanter in recognition of his services to the club, and Steve 
Harrison proposed that he should be elected as a Vice President and this 
was carried unanimously.

Nick Ledingham proposed a vote of thanks to Alistair Soane who has given 
unstintingly of his time over the past 14 years as President, Commodore 
and other roles, and has during this period transformed the profile of LYC.  
The response was a standing ovation from the Members.
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It is with mixed feelings that I write 
this article as outgoing Commodore 
having retired at the recent AGM. I 
have been an officer of the club for 
some years and am proud to have 
been so involved and have very 
much enjoyed the friendships and 
the challenges; there have been no 
dull moments though a few have 
been difficult.

This article is based on the report I 
gave to the AGM in April.

2008 was a significant year in the 
history of LYC and TSC Alliance 
which was completed at the AGM. 
We started last year sailing at 
Pwllheli due to the very late 
completion of work on the Brunswick 
lock gates but still enjoyed an almost 
full programme of racing and 
cruising.

For the Liverpool Capital of Culture 
Year we helped the City and the 
Culture Company with the return of 
the Clippers, the Tall Ships and the 
Honda Power boat races. Gullmaren 
and her crew were in action on each 
occasion which generated 
substantial fees for the club she also 
acted as Committee Boat for what is 
now LYC/TSC Midnight Race to the 
Isle of Mann in addition to being 
involved in many other club events.

On the social front the Diners Club 
has continued to thrive with several 

enjoyable events.  I congratulate the 
House Committee for another very 
successful Dinner Dance at the Liner 
Hotel and together with the Cruising 
Section for many events at Tranmere 
and the Marina.

Work at Tranmere has really started 
to show the potential of the Alliance 
and with the election of Richard 
Baldwin, Vice Commodore Tranmere 
and the forming of Tranmere Sub 
Committee the clubs will go from 
strength to strength. I am sure the 
late John D'Henin who was so 
involved with the forming of the 
Alliance will be watching over the 
progress of its development.

The newly elected Management 
Committee with new Commodore 
Mary Dickinson in the Chair, some 
existing members in new positions 
and a few new faces already have 
exciting plans in the pipeline and with 
new ideas the clubs can only go 
forward to an even brighter future.

This coming year there is a fuller 
racing programme then I can 
remember for some time including 
the Lyver Trophy which starts at 
Holyhead and is linked to Royal Dee 
Yacht Clubs Regatta and is also a 
feeder race for Dublin Bay Regattas.

As a finale to my tenure I must thank 
the Alliance Management Committee 
for all its hard work and support over 

	
��
����������� ������������

23

European designation as a Special 
Area of Conservation. Between Puffin 
Island and the Trwyn Du lighthouse on 
the Anglesey shore is a good place to 
see dolphins. I suspect that their feed 
is channelled by the tide and it is a 
good hunting ground.

Generally, I find seeing dolphins 
means there is shallow water or rocks 
about so keep an eye to navigation as 
well as the dolphins. Some people say 
that mermaids were dolphins and I can 
see how unwary sailors were lured 
onto rocks.

The Sea Watch web site gives 
information on cetaceans, informs you 
how to become involved and how to 
report sightings. The data from 
sightings helps the understanding of 
marine life in the area as well as 

assisting conservation efforts. The 
findings are made publically available 
on the Sea Watch web site and are 
used in academic, educational and 
scientific studies. The Sea Watch web 
site has a link to many studies and 
publications.

Sea Watch seeks volunteers for a 
national whale and dolphin watch 
week 18th to 26th July. Members of the 
Club would be most welcome. It is 
basically an event where Sea Watch 
tries for one/two days to mobilise as 
many volunteers as possible to do sea-
based or land based watches and 
report data. As it takes place 
simultaneously in the whole UK the 
data collected is priceless.

Good Watching.

Photo courtesy of Steve Williams
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Steve Williams

The joys of sailing for me include a 
good adventure and a beer in the pub 
when finished but also the solitude and 
what you see out at sea. I feel 
privileged being able to experience 
that. Comparatively, not many people 
do

Liverpool Bay is not the best of 
locations for sea life because of 
commercial activity and the nature of 
the bay with large amounts of slit. We 
see comparatively little sea life in the 
Bay but further afield towards 
Anglesey and the Isle of Mann more 
can be seen. That does not mean that 
the Bay is devoid of life however.

On a recent adventure on the ‘Uncle 
Albert’ returning from Anglesey 
between Christmas and New Year, 
Andy Farrell and I saw a large animal 
shape moving in the water off Hoylake. 
We could not say what it was but it was 
much bigger than anything we had 
seen before. Discounting certain of our 
members adrift on a lilo, must be a 
whale we concluded.

The first and obvious thing is that sea 
life should not be frightened and 
chased by boats. The recommended 
tactic is slow down below 6 knots, keep 
a steady course and watch. Vitally 
important, be especially careful if you 
see animals with young. There is a 
Marine Code of Conduct which you 
should be aware of. You never know, 
cetaceans (whales, dolphins and 
porpoises) can be inquisitive and you 
may be rewarded with a closer view.

The Sea Watch Foundation 
(www.seawatchfoundation.org.uk) is a 
national marine conservation research 
charity that is dedicated to the 
protection of cetaceans. Its web site is 
well worth viewing and it gives details 
of the animals that may be seen, 
reports of recent sightings, local 
contact personnel and other details 
such as the Code of Conduct.

Judging by the information on the Sea 
Watch web site, what Andy and I were 
privileged to see was probably a minke 
whale. Minkes are an occasional 
visitor to our side of the Irish Sea and 
more common further west and the 
central deep. They are a solitary 
animal or in small groups of 2 or 3 
individuals and grow between 7 and 11 
metres in length. They are baleen 
whales, having a comb like structure of 
plates made from a material called 
baleen rather than teeth, used to filter 
their feed of small fish, sand eels and 
plankton from the water.

It may be a comfort to know that a 
creature longer than your boat only 
has baleen plates rather than teeth but 
in my book it is still a wise idea to leave 
them alone and not think about 
prodding them with a boat hook! Other 
cetaceans you are most likely to see 
will be harbour porpoises and bottle 
nose dolphins. The harbour porpoise is 
the most common cetacean in our 
waters growing to between 1.0 and 1.5 
m in length. The bottlenose dolphin is 
larger at between 2.5 and 3.0 m in 
length and whilst only an occasional 
visitor to Liverpool Bay is more 
common in Cardigan Bay which has a 

A whale on the way back from Wales.
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the last two years, the out going Vice 
Commodore and her Sailing 
Committee for the excellent sailing 
programmes, the Rear Commodore 
and her House Committee for the 
social programme and special 
thanks to Roz the Hon. Sec. for 
administration, advice and guidance 
(I needed it at times). My thanks also 
to the Hon. Treasurer for keeping the 
clubs in such good financial standing 
and Tranmere sub committee for 
developments over the water. 

Thanks to the Racing Captain, 
Dinghy Captain, Cruising Captain, 
and the Chair of Race Control and 
their sub committees for all the hard 
work and efforts, they are well 
appreciated by all the members.

One member I must not forget. 
Alastair Soane the President for 
many years who also retired at the 
AGM. he has been an officer of the 
LYC for as long as I can remember. 
It is due to his efforts and work on 

behalf of the club that we enjoy such 
high status in the local community 
and also a healthy bank balance. 
Recently he persuaded Sir Robin 
Knox-Johnston to stand for 
President of LYC/TSC which was 
unanimously approved at the AGM. 

Last but not least I have to thank 
Maggie the Commodore's Lady who 
has given me so much support 
during my time as an officer of the 
club.

So it is very pleasing and satisfying  
to report that the LYC/TSC Alliance 
is healthy and continues to grow and 
can look forward to an exciting future 
as well as a higher profile not only on 
the Mersey but on the sailing scene 
as a whole.

I wish the Alliance, her new Officers 
and Committees and all our 
members the very best of luck and 
fair winds for the future.
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Hello Members

RACING

2009 got off to a great start with the 
Brass Monkey Series (six races) 
being very well supported, with 
skippers and crews really keen to 
get back to competitive racing after 
the Christmas break.  

Many thanks must go to Dave 
Butterfield (Renard Systems) who 
sponsored the series and was 
extremely generous with the prizes.  

We are now into the Spring Series 
- sponsored by Fareastsails.com.   
The Easter Bunny Series 
sponsored by Norwest Marine Ltd 
gave us the best couple of days 
racing I have seen this early in the 
year for a long time.  The sun 
shone, there was plenty of wind  -  
apart from the middle day, Sunday, 
when there were only two finishes!  

Monday saw the fleet set of in 15 
knots of wind and a great race was 
fought to the finish with John and 
Barbara Carrier (Sleeper) taking 
first place.

Alan Dickinson skippering (Ulula) 
proved you never lose that 
competitive spirit.  Having stepped 
on board for the first time he 
finished a very respectable joint 
fourth with The F Word  Well Done!!

Our racing fleet is noticeably 
improving as the weeks and 
months go by.  Keep it going!

The Evening series, sponsored by 
Juice Photography, started on 
Monday 4th May and on Saturday 
23rd May we have the first Offshore 
race LONG 1 sponsored by Wirral 
Implants.  

We then get to June which is a very 
busy month on the racing calendar 
with LYC Regatta, TSC Midnight 
Race LONG 2, just a couple of the 
races to look forward to.  The rest 
of the season sees our fleet 
disperse in all directions, Wales, 
Ireland and Scotland, as they take 
up their own agendas. I wish them 
all safe and happy racing and of 
course lots of fun!  

Hopefully all will return in the 
Autumn after spreading the word  - 
LYC/TSC have brilliant racing on 
the River Mersey, come and join us.

DINGHY SECTION

The dinghies will be going back in 
the water on Saturday the 2nd May 
for the start of the season and we 
already have quite a list of people 
wanting to take part (hopefully new 
club members!) 

�����
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Forthcoming Events

Ellen McArthur Trust Charity Dinner
Friday 14th August 2009

Liverpool Marina
Tickets available from Marina staff

Laying Up Party
Friday 6th November 2009

Tranmere Sailing Club

Children’s Christmas Party
Sunday 13th December 2009

Liverpool Marina

Annual Dinner
Saturday 13th March 2010

The Liner Hotel
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RACE RESULTS 2009

Class 1 Class 2 Class 3

Renard Systems - Brass Monkey Series

1st Dinamite Tee Musketeer Clairvoyant

2nd Another Nods Skukusa Tango

3rd The F Word Magic Moments Di-Rich

Norwest Marine Ltd - Easter Bunny

1st Mighty Max 2 Tango

2nd Sleeper Catch 32

3rd Ulula Legless

The Long Race Series 2009
Sponsored by Wirral Implants

Long 1 Saturday 23rd May Tranmere Offshore

Long 2 Friday 12th June Tranmere Isle of Man Midnight 
Race

Long 3 Friday 3rd July Lyver Trophy

Long 4 Saturday 18th July W.Y.C. Offshore trophy

Long 5 Saturday 1st August Round Anglesey

Long 6 Sunday 16th August L.Y.C. Offshore trophy
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GULL MAREN

Gullmaren is out of the water at the 
moment for her annual refit which 
will take about six weeks.  We are 
looking for plenty of helpers to get 
her back to her glory!  If you are 
available contact Alan Dickinson or 
Jim Connolly.

Alan mobile:  07732182288

Jim mobile:   07794183146

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank every one of my committee 

members (racing, cruising dinghies 
and Gull Maren) for all the hard 
work they have put in over the last 
twelve months, with out your 
dedication and hard work we 
wouldn't have the successful club 
we have.

On the recent Sea Survival course 
eight of our members passed and 
received their certificates (including 
me).  It wasn't that bad, honestly!!

Best Regards

Dinghy Captain  - Paul Armitage
 
I would like to welcome all our new 
members to the dinghy sessions 
which have started at the beginning 
of May.

Our sessions are on Wed evenings 
from 6p.m. to 8p.m. and Saturday 
afternoons from 2p.m. to 4p.m.  For 
our sessions we do have a charge of 
£3 for adults and £2 for juniors.

In our fleet of dinghies we have 6 
Toppers, 1 Wayfarer, 1 G.P.14. and 
1 Optimist.

My team who give their time on these 
days are all members of L.Y.C./ 

T.S.C. and will gladly help with your 
sailing requirements.

During the season we hope to put on 
sailing at Tranmere (weather 
permitting) and some racing in the 
Toppers.

I hope the weather this summer is 
better and we see new members 
attending.  All good fun!

If during the season anyone wishes 
to go on any course's for dinghy level 
one or two then we can arrange this 
for you at the watersports centre.

I wish you all good sailing. 
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This is very weird writing this as Vice 
Commodore. I have completed my 
first week and am just about getting 
to grips with things. Thank you to 
everyone who has supported and 
continues to help and support me 
with this new role. 

Looking back over the past year it 
feels like at least two, with all that we 
have packed in. It doesn’t seem like 
only a year ago we finally got our 
access to the Mersey back. It is 
starting to feel as though we never 
left. 

Finally winter is over and we are 
starting to see some good weather. 
The winter series has been amazing 
and yet again Liverpool has shown 
how frostbite sailing can be 
achieved. We have also had some 
brilliant social events off the water. 
These have been made even better 
this year thanks to our alliance with 
Tranmere.  The Annual Tranmere 
dinner was oversubscribed, with 
many guests from both sides of the 
water. Tranmere showed how to put 
on a more traditional club dinner and 
prize giving. It was great to meet 
with kindred club members and 
exchange stories. 

Tranmere also hosted the Burns 
supper.  Jeanette and Dave Hardy 

toasted the haggis and showed us 
how it’s done with readings from 
Robert Burns’ finest poetry. 

On 7th March 2009 The Liner was 
the place to be in Liverpool.  We had 
the Liverpool Yacht Club Annual 
Dinner Dance and Prize giving.  
After lots of preparation in the weeks 
leading up to it and lots of people 
there on the day, the evening went 
without a hitch.  There was a 
tremendous atmosphere from the 
start.  After a meal of salmon 
mousse, roast lamb and strawberry 
tart we were treated to speeches, 
with an especially moving 
description of being stranded in a 
cherry picker by our commodore, 
Derek Sparks.  Our guest, Paul Clay 
from Mersey Docks and Harbour 
Company then got into the mood of 
the evening and sang us a comedy 
song, which I think was about 
camels!

The prizes were presented by our 
racing captain, Andy Napper which 
was not only kept to excellent time 
but was hilarious and made me 
wonder not for the first time whether 
Napper should actually be doing 
stand-up on a regular basis.  Our 
guest band were again the Kings of 
Rhythm playing their excellent 
Swing Line up with David Knopov, 
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Race Control

Jim Connolly

Thanks to Dave Murray, General Manager at the Marina ,  Race Control is 
now established in its own base at the lockhouse.  The observation room is 
allocated to LYC and access to the outside balcony, again by some ingenious 
footwork from Dave, is achieved only via our observation room.

The area is securely locked so our computer, printer and all our equipment is 
ready to hand for our Race Officers.  Race results can now be produced 
instantly using a simple excel programme.  The only pieces of equipment that 
cannot be kept in the room are the cannons and shells, which must be 
secured in the metal boxes within the downstairs cupboard.

Thanks are due to Dave Butterfield for his generosity in providing two large 
cupboards and a computer and colour printer and to Bob Baxter for his 
contribution of a desk and table and chairs, plus many great alterations to the 
halyards, transit marks and course board boxes.

Long time member of Race Control, Chris Barrow, has agreed to take overall 
responsibility for all the club flags and for the maintenance of the cannons.

The changes to the structure of the lockhouse have been have in some ways 
been brought about by the requirements for security by British Waterways : 
this means that LYC members must not enter the control room of the 
lockhouse, unless at the request  of the lockkeeper; only those actively 
engaged in Race Duty may be on the outside balcony and no children will be 
allowed in the lockhouse.

As this is my last Grapevine article as Chairman of Race Control, may I take 
this opportunity to thank all the committee members I have served with for 
their efforts on behalf of the racing section and all the skippers and crews for 
making racing at LYC so interesting and fun.
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Sail in the Mediterranean.

Shares offered in Dufour 35 Sailing cruiser.

If you would like to spend some of the summer sailing in the Mediterranean then 
contact Jack Hilton on 01942 882228 to hear full details of this offer.

 The ship is based in Ampuriabrava, Roses, Gerona, Spain, only 2:15 flight time 
from Liverpool on Ryanair with lots of low cost flights. A further 45 mins drive 
from the Airport finds you in this Purpose built resort.

There are lots of boats, restaurants, shops and  activities to suit all ages.

The Bay of Roses is renowned for its fine beaches and good Sailing all year round. 

The Area both North and South of Roses are designated as marine nature reserves 
and the coast to the north towards Perpignon, France is Classed as an area of 
outstanding beauty.

“Muchacha”  is a 1981 Dufour 35 in first class order with lots of Extra’s.
 

 One sixth share can be purchased at a value of £6000.00, 
 Up to Half share available .

 Contact me to discuss  the details fully.  

Extras.

Teak Decks.   Furling Genoa.    4 self tailing Winches.
 
48HP Perkins.   Cabin Heating System.    Fridge. 

Brookes & Gatehouse Instruments.                Fwd Water Tank.

Salt Water domestic system.                           Radar.
 
VHF radio               Dan Buoy.                       Avon Dinghy.

Outboard.                Stern Anchor & Much, much more.
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or Frank Sinatra.  I even got to 
dance with Jim, which was definitely 
the highlight of my night.  Next year 
I will get some lessons!

The raffle prizes were presented 
and included some excellent items: 
four tickets to a play with dinner at 
the Royal Court Theatre, dinner bed 
and breakfast at The Liner and 
vouchers to spend at Roberts 
Marine.  We then started the disco – 
those who weren’t into dancing – 
and it wasn’t many – retired to the 
bar area for some serious chat.  A 
few of us were left on the dance 
floor right until that moment when 
“the lights go on” – we will have to 
look at our late licence times for next 
year!

Gul Maren remains unsurpassed as 
the venue of choice for social events 
within the club.  There seems to be 
a never ending supply of hot pot and 
bacon sandwiches from the galley.  
Thanks to Alan, Alec, Mary and all 
the team for this hospitality. 

The cruising section has put on 
some wonderful events this year 
also.  Talks by club members and 
guests to the club have shared tales 
of great cruising.  A highlight for me 
was a talk by one of the Mersey 
Pilots telling us how to negotiate an 
atlantic container line vessel into the 

lock with the bow in the lock and the 
stern at Brazil buoy!  The cruising 
section also organised a trip to the 
Manchester Ship canal cruise.  We 
had fantastic weather as we set off 
from Wallasey. Highly 
recommended to members for next 
year. 

I have loved my time as Rear 
Commodore but I wouldn’t have 
been able to do anything without the 
support of all the House Committee.  
Thanks go to Helen Blanchard, Alex 
Napper, Maggie Sparks, Rachelle 
Harrison, Ann Gardner, Angela 
Oates and Georgie Dewar. 

Without the whole committee it 
would be impossible to arrange all 
the fantastic events for the club that 
everyone loves. The committee is 
always looking for people to help. 
We usually meet on the 1st

Wednesday of the month before the 
quiz.  Whether you just have an idea 
for a social event or would like take 
the lead on organising an event, 
make yourself known to Jim, myself 
or a member of the house 
committee. 

As I said at the beginning of this, 
summer is coming and at LYC, 
summer means barbeques, parties, 
and lots of sailing. 

Have a great LYC Summer!
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I am pleased to report that membership renewals have stood up well 
despite the troubled financial times we are experiencing and I would now 
expect membership income for 2009 to be about 10% above budget and 
will probably match the total for 2008.  

At last year’s AGM the total combined membership was 430 and has 
now increased to 448.  This increase in numbers is largely a result of 
additional Family Cadets / Juniors.  I’m sure that we would all like to 
extend a welcome to the following voting members who have been 
elected this year:

Mohanned Ahmad
Souhad Ahmad
Garry Scott
Richard Pope
Jillian Pope
Edward Wood
Geoffrey Cromwell
Mark Walmsley
Gwyn Hughes
Timothy Wadsworth
Alan Wilson
Nigel Lowe
Adam Petrus

On a personal note I would like to thank everyone for their support and 
encouragement over the last three years as Membership Secretary.  Our 
constitution requires me to step down and I feel that this is right as it 
enables other members to bring their talents to each of these jobs.  

�������
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tidied up and tied up from the weather 
side, the lashing had not only gone 
around the loose sail but had also 
inadvertently got tied around the lower 
shroud to leeward. Fortunately, on 
being attacked with a knife, the tie 
didn’t need much persuasion to be cut 
away given the load it was taking and 
once cut, the boom fell away instantly 
and we bobbed upright none the worse 
except for a bit of a flood in the cockpit 

and a broken windex - Huge sighs of 
relief all round.

After this, progress back to the line for 
the second start went well although 
going any worse than the preceding 
half an hour would have been 
something more of a story. A start (of 
sorts) was made and by some minor 
miracle, we managed to get round the 
course without breaking  anything else. 

For Sale.

 One Fifth Share in SHE FEVER.

£3000.00
An opportunity to have the full use of this 

great little yacht  in a five  man local group.

Monthly costs £55.00. 

A cost effective way to get afloat.

CONTACT JACK HILTON 01942-882228.
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Brass Monkey One – 11th January 2009 

A Skukusa   view from the River…

Stuart Lofthouse

As mentioned in the now customary 
excellent race report (and prominent 
item in the following week’s Wirral 
Globe that knocked Tranmere Rovers 
down to the middle of the back page), 
the day’s conditions, described from 
the Lock House as ‘daunting’ 
translated into quite a south westerly 
blast into the lock once the gates were 
opened.

Despite this, our initial sail plan to use 
the ‘best’ main with one reef and the 
decent No 2 headsail didn’t seem out 
of place on heading down river out of 
the lock and getting ourselves 
organised.

The wind had other ideas...

Getting both sails up was relatively 
straightforward but keeping a grip on 
the boat in the  gusts was something 
else and we were rapidly pushed up 
river and a long way out from the start 
line. ‘Overpressed’ wasn’t in it so a 
drop in headsail from No 2 to No 3 was 
the order of the day and the switch was 
sorted out without too much drama.

Things began to get better, until… 
 
Looking upwards at the main revealed 
a startling split. With this sail not 
normally being used with a reef, the 
way it had set under heavy load was 
such that a spreader reinforcement 
patch ‘missed’ the very spreader it was 
‘protecting’ the sail from. The scarcely 

unsurprising result was that the 
spreader had punched its way through 
the sail but fortunately, the vertical rip 
was only a few inches in length and the 
sail was dropped and down below 
before the wind was able to extend it 
into a visit to its Maker at Goacher 
Sails. 

In very lumpy wind over tide conditions 
in mid river, brilliant crew work 
continued with our being able to drag 
out and get up the old dacron main, 
hoisted very conservatively with two 
reefs nicely tucked in. (Of which more 
below). By this time, we were a good 
way upriver and  a long way over the 
course side of the line when the first 
five minute sequence got going. The 
boat was a lot more settled though and 
playing the gusts blasting up our 
backside saw us getting just to the 
right side of line around 40 seconds or 
so before the final start signal. 

Happy Days - we were off…

Er, not exactly. A further snag ensued 
making us grateful for the start’s 
general recall because on the first tack 
hard on the wind, the boat was 
knocked flat with the boom stuck up 
almost vertically to weather and the 
main unable to drop away to leeward. 

Concerned glances here there and 
everywhere to see what had stuck 
proved fruitless until the unusual 
problem was spotted. When the 
acreage of loose sail beneath the 
boom under the 2nd reef had been 
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Events organised by the Cruising Section 

April 08 to April 09

Thursday 16th September 
Liverpool Pilot John Curry (Pilotage on the River Mersey )

Saturday  27th September  
Manchester Ship Canal trip with Mersey Ferries

Wednesday 19th November 
Annie Ward Rear Commodore  (Tall Ships trip to Norway 08)

Wednesday 21st January 
Jeanette Hardy Racing/Cruising member (Classic Malts Cruises Scotland)

Wednesday 18th February  
Visit to Ship Simulator at Laird's Centre LJMU arranged  but had to be 
cancelled because of lack of support.

Wednesday 18th March 
Frances Taylor Cruising member  (Cruising Scotland) an account of her 
cruises over a number of years, with supporting comments from Russell 
Cummings.

All of these talks were arranged by Russell Cummings liaising with Rear 
Commodore (so as dates don't clash with other things) to keep the Cruising 
Section active over the winter and to provide members with informative talks 
and topics of interest.  They were all well supported by members.

The cruise to Hilbre on 5th April organized by Jerry Turnbull proved to be a 
brilliant day out with five cruising/racing boats plus Flag Ship Gull Maren 
enjoying a pleasant sail and BBQ in lovely sunshine  -  don't forget to come 
and join in next time and get to meet fellow members.
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Crusing section: Day Cruise to Hilbre Island, 
Sunday 5th April

The Cruising section had a glorious day on Sunday 5th April for a shake-out 
day cruise to Hilbre Island.  The lock out at 08:45 saw 5 yachts (Dreamtime, 
Claren, Quadriga, The F Word and Zuma) heading down the river, to be joined 
a little later by Gullmaren and  Ken's Skibsplast (a small motor cruiser).  

The F Word was sailing from the off, and caught up to the motoring yachts as 
we exited via the Rock Channel.  The wind picked up as we entered the 
channel, and we managed to sail most of the rest of the way to Hilbre, arriving 
at around 13:00. A few more knots of wind would have been good but 
otherwise it was a perfect sunny day. 

Gull Maren was already anchored off Hilbre and apparently cooking bacon 
sandwiches, with The F Word alongside;  the other arrriving yachts headed 
over to the western side of the Hilbre pool near HE4 to join the large colony of 
seals warming themselves on the sandbank.  

Ken from Skibsplast offered a taxi service and barbecues were soon lit and 
food cooked for lunch.  Gull Maren and The F Word also joined the party on 
the sand banks.  Seal watching (including large numbers of them in the water 
watching us) was the highlight.  Departing at 15:30 we had an enjoyable return 
sail in warm, sunny conditions, with the wind dying again as we entered the 
river.  Everyone squeezed into the first lock-in at 19:30.  We can only hope the 
weather gods will smile so benignly on us again in future cruises !

Bill Thompson writes: As a member of the Cruising Association amongst the 
benfits you obtain is the free shared wisdom and experience of unbiased 
cruising sailors.

A recent request for information via the net on the need for powered aerial 
splitters revealed confirmation that a powered splitter works well and a 
company was recommended called JG Technologies. The company are 
described as helpful and their manuals are available on the web.

Additional benefits of being in the Cruising Association include an extensive 
free library (book and chart) service and cheap accommodation at Limehouse 
for overnight stays in London (with FREE car parking).

For further information on the Cruising Association go to www.cruising.org.uk 
or call 0207 537 2828.
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For Sale
Laser 1 dinghy. Grey and white 1999 model. Sailed less than 20 times during 
1999/2000. Garaged since. Trailer and launching trolley. Top and bottom 
covers. Unused Radial rig. Cost today over £4000. £2500 ono.
Andy Mitchell, 07710652090, mitchellah@aol.com 

For Sale
Petter Mini Twin Diesel engine. Last run Oct 07. Spares or repair. £125ono
Andy Mitchell, 07710652090, mitchellah@aol.com

For Sale
Life raft adjustable bracket in stainless steel for transom or pushpit mounting. 
Unused. Cost £90 accept offer over £25. Bill Thompson 0151 677 4255

For Sale
2 Leisure 85Ah 'Dynamic' Batteries: Sale price £40 each.
2 'RAC' Battery Chargers: Sale price £12 each.
2 'SkyTronic' DC to AC Power Inverters: 12V dc to 230V ac @50Hz. 300W
continuous power.  Reverse polarity protection.  Low battery alarm. 
Battery high/ low shutdown.  Short circuit & overload protection. 
Temperature protection.  Sale price £20 each.

All excellent condition.  Nearest offers considered.  Please ring 0151 726 1366 
or email Stella on S_Shackel@hotmail.com.

Adverts

Lisa Pover has an exhibition happening in St Georges Hall displaying photos 
and video footage of the Clipper 07-08 race.  It runs 18th April  - 27th June.  

Lisa Pover Trust
27 Seymour Terrace, Seymour Street , Liverpool L3 5PE
T: 0151 703 1073   F: 0151 703 1067
07595 246 315
www.lisapover.com
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