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What a wonderful summer, the 
first event of the summer was 
Cork week in Ireland, Ann and I 
were there for two days. The 
sight of so many boats leaving 
the Harbour was magnificent. A 
Police patrol vehicle escorted us 
to a wonderful viewing position 
looking over most of the 
Harbour. Wouldn’t have missed 
the occasion for the world, it 
was all so awe inspiring! 
Several LYC boats were 
represented in the racing. 
 
I was very proud of one of our 
members, Stuart D’Henin my 
son who attended Cowes Week 
and came home with a Trophy 
for sailing four races which 
resulted in a class win. 
 
We were invited to a party in 
Beaumaris for the start of the 
Menai Straits fortnight and met 
many people from kindred clubs. 
It was stated by Michael 
Butterfield, Chairman of the 
Menai Straits Regatta that he 
could not understand why LYC 
does not take part in this event 
and he offered all he could do to 
accommodate our keel boats; 
more information soon. 
 
 
 

I must personally congratulate all 
who took part in the Clipper 
finish and home coming and it 
was a great occasion yet again 
for Liverpool Yacht Club. Many 
of our boats left the Marina at 
03:00 to race to the Bar to 
accompany the Clippers into 
Liverpool which was organised 
by Jim Connolly. By the time of 
the Parade of Sail some of the 
LYC Boats crews were tiring. 
The weather had turned to rain 
and wind, so some of them 
returned to the marina but hey 
presto at 12:35 a new fleet of 
boats had locked out of the 
marina so the River was full of 
LYC Yachts.  
Gullmaren who was the finishing 
Committee Boat at the Bar and 
the lead boat to Crosby light ship 
for the Clippers soon formed the 
Flotilla for the sail past to the 
Pier Head. In the afternoon a 
Reception and Party was held 
onboard Gullmaren in the Albert 
Dock for all the members who 
had taken part. 
 
Sorry to say that the 
Commodores cruise to Hilbre 
Island was cancelled due to 
terrible weather, we will have to 
make up for it next year. 
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This brings me to the Britannia 
Cup pursuit Race held in the 
River in front of the Britannia 
Pub. It was held on August Bank 
Holiday Monday and only five 
yachts took part, a very 
disappointing turn out. However 
the wind was up and ripped two 
of Quilla’s sails and I had to 
retire. The winner was Ulula, 
second was Catch 32 and third 
was Skybird on his first time out. 
As usual we had chips and 
sandwiches supplied by the new 
Manager at the Britannia – 
delicious; many thanks to the 
Britannia Pub, The old faithful 
were there on Race Control, 
Gullmaren and Paul Armitage 
and crew on the Rib. 
Congratulations and Thanks. 
 
The Commodores Cup was a 
great success and a lovely day; 
the popular winner was 
Commodore Barbara Carrier of 
Wallasey Yacht Club in Quattro, 
a Sigma 33. Thank you for all the 
Commodores taking part and a 
big thank you to all the boat 
owners for supplying the Yachts. 
A superb buffet was laid on at 
the Club and I wish to thank Mike 
for taking on a late booking and 
to his chefs for the high standard 
of food. The kindred club 
Commodores greatly enjoyed 
being at the marina for the buffet; 
it meant that nobody had to 
move their cars and we have had 
a one hundred percent thank you 

from the kindred club 
Commodores. Ann and I took 
the Commodores Cup to 
Wallasey Yacht Club to present 
Barbara with her Trophy at their 
Club night. 
 
The next day was the Ladies 
Annual Race; this again was a 
very enjoyable race and thanks 
to all the yachts and crews who 
took part. 
 
The dinghy championship race 
was a superb afternoon and it 
was great to see so many 
Toppers on the water including 
two new helms our Vice-
Presidents Neil Thomas and 
Alan Dickinson, who showed 
them how to do it. 
Thanks for a very successful 
Regatta are due to Dave 
Butterfield, Derek Sparks, Jim 
Connolly, Paul Armitage and 
the get the boats ready team. 
All must be congratulated. 
 
Club nights on a wednesday 
are improving thanks to the 
efforts of our Rear Commodore 
and her team. The quiz night is 
particularly popular on the first 
Wednesday of every month. 
Why don’t you call in between 
21:00 and 22:00 at least once a 
month? If you like it maybe 
come down to club night twice a 
month. 
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A Dinner was held at the John Lennon Airport Marriott Hotel which 
was very nice indeed and was open to all Club Members. Did you 
see it on the Club Notice Board? We used it to say farewell to 
Honorary Member Jack Yates as Jack is retiring as the Managing 
Director of Marina Company, he shall be greatly missed; Jack was 
presented with a decanter from LYC and a very enjoyable evening 
was had by all. 
 
Well that’s all folks; I look forward to our Winter Events. Christmas 
will be on us before we know it.  
 
To Finish off with I would like to thank all the Committees for their 
support to the Commodore!! 

 

Wishing you all happy and successful sailing. 

JOHN D'Henin                            
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Three quarters of the way through the sailing year and a very full 
year at that! 
 
With Race Control teams not only running our races but also help-
ing other clubs with their regattas, in some cases taking full respon-
sibility for the IRC (our) boats, providing race finish teams for Clip-
per Round the World race with Gullmaren as the committee boat, 
supporting the Honda power boat racing, and many other events. 
  
The Cruising section is really getting going now and preparing for 
an even better programme of cruises and meetings for next year. 
Richard Booth’s racing fraternity have invaded several open events 
around the Irish Sea and given more than a good account of them-
selves, with high placed finishes.  
 
Looking forward to next year and beyond; we are at present talking 
to the Menai Straits Regattas committee via their chairman about 
ways to make this two week event more attractive to LYC boats and 
crews.  



This year 5 LYC boats started 
the Round Anglesey race, but 
none stayed for the regattas. 
This is a great pity as the whole 
fortnight is based on a Family 
Regatta as well as some very 
competitive racing for several 
classes of boats from Mirrors 
upwards, and includes a full 
social programme. This year 
over 150 boats in 15 classes 
entered with only ten in IRC 
classes so there is plenty of 
scope for LYC boats to shine 
and there are plenty trophies to 
go for. The programme is 
normally The Round Anglesey 
race on the first Saturday 
followed by racing at the 
southern end of the Straits for 
the first week then racing at the 
northern end based at 
Beaumaris for week two. One of 
the proposals from the Straits 
regattas committee is that they 
would be able to put down some 
additional moorings for LYC 
boats, there would obviously be 
a cost incurred. I know its early 
days yet but get the idea and 
dates in your diary, talk to Neil, 
Richard, Andy and others who 
usually take part and let’s see if 
we can really make LYC 
presence felt. Watch this space 
for details. 
 
 
 
 

The LYC club sailing calendar for 
2007 is now complete and ready 
for publication and will be on the 
web site in the very near future. 
There are one or two small 
anomalies with other clubs 
dates; we will keep you up to 
date as they are resolved. 
 
Jack Hilton (She Fever) is 
organizing keel boat awareness 
sessions for members moving on 
from dinghies and new club 
members who are novices to 
sailing. There are more details 
about this in the Dinghy 
Captain’s article.  
Jack will be looking for 
experienced skippers to help 
with these sessions. 
 
Diary dates:       
 
Round Anglesey Race         
28th July ‘07 
 
Straits Regattas                   
30th July ’07 - 11th August ‘07 
 
One last point: remember there 
is no right time for a Sea Check, 
it’s always NOW. See club notice 
boards or phone me for details. 
 
Aren’t Topper events great fun? 
 
Derek 
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I hope everyone had a good 
summer sailing and enjoyed their 
holidays. 
  
The last few months have been 
quite eventful for the house 
committee; the Cains Brewery 
visit was such a good night, we 
now have a waiting list for the 
next one! 
  
We have had some interesting 
speakers on Club Nights 
especially the life-raft and safety 
demonstration, which was well 
supported and very educational.  
However, the 'Lifeboat' evening 
was a disappointment as regards 
support from our members. 
Please try and show a bit more 
support next time they visit us; 
we all go out on the water 
sailing, and never know when we 
may need their assistance. 
  
Richard McCormick has done a 
great job with his Quiz 
Nights, 9.30pm on the first 
Wednesday of the month at the 
club house. There is always a 
warm atmosphere and plenty of 
lively rivalry amongst both the 
well established teams and the 
new ones for the BIG prize 
money at the end of the night. 
 
  

The meal at the Marriott Hotel 
Speke on September 29th went 
really well; it was a most 
enjoyable evening. Check the 
notice board for the next one, 
hopefully at the Artist Club. 
  
The Laying Up Party is on Friday 
27th October, tickets are still 
available; only £10.00 includes a 
Hot Pot Supper and Live Music - 
come along and enjoy the fun. 
For more information, contact me 
on – 0151 727 4262 
  
I would just like to take this 
opportunity to thank Liz and Tim 
Fowle for their help with the 
posters for the club events over 
the last few months. 
  
Please try and support future 
club events. 
  
Finally, if there are any members 
of LYC who have memorabilia or 
memories of the early days of 
the club, please could they get in 
touch with me as I am compiling 
a book about the start and early 
years of the club? 
  
 
Mary Dickinson 
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Dinghy Section 
 
We’ve had a great summer 
with lots of boats out. One 
particular Wednesday in July 
we had 19 people turn up for 
a sail and were forced for the 
first time to transfer people 
from the pontoons to the 
boats via the LYC rib. This 
saved a lot of time and 
everyone managed a sail. 
 
After a slow start, Fridays 
ended up reasonably 
successful, but not as popular 
as Wednesdays and 
Saturdays. Perhaps next 
season, with a bit more 
promotion, we can encourage 
both existing LYC members 

and potential new members 
to come along.  
 
Darren, who sails regularly on 
Jenevieve, left us in early 
August for a month. He 
retuned to his native Oz to 
marry Marie, so we gave him 
a great send off on the 
pontoon with a bottle of 
champers. We wish them 
both all the very best for the 
future. 
 
In early September, Darren, 
Geoff and I attended an RYA 
three-day powerboat course. 
This course, together with the 
first aid course, is a pre-
requisite for anyone wishing 
to become an RYA instructor. 
Darren and I are looking to do 
this course as soon as 
possible. Our intention is to 
provide the best dinghy 
coaching for LYC.   
 
Quite a few people attend the 
dinghy sailing and have never 
sailed before. Our aim is to 
encourage people to join 
LYC, have fun and enjoy the 
sport of sailing. We are now 
looking at providing a link 
between dinghy sailing and 
keelboats. Many of you will 
know Jack Hilton; he’s an 
LYC member with a boat 
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named She Fever in the marina. Between Jack, Derek 
Sparks, Jim Connolly and I, we’ve come up with an idea that 
could be successful. The plan is: use Saturdays as an 
experience day particularly for those who wish to move from 
dinghies to keel boats. The experience days will be held on a 
keelboat and will include safety issues, lifejackets, suitable 
clothing, knots, tying up and general boat handling. We hope 
to be able to provide a route for dinghy sailors to become 
competent crew for racing on the Mersey. Further details will 
be put on the LYC website once finalised.  
 
On 1st October, we held a dinghy challenge competition in 
the Queens dock. The day started with a SE wind of around 
12-14 knots - perfect! Around 30 sailors of all ages attended. 
After nine, 10 minute races the overall winner was Owain 
Matthews, runner up was Jack Harrison and in third place, 
David Read. A special prize was awarded to Alan Dickinson, 
the most senior LYC member taking part, well done Dikko! It 
was a superb day, great fun for both competitors and 
spectators alike. A very special thanks to the LYC race 
control team, Paul Armitage for driving the safety boat in the 
rain and Alec for the fabulous bacon butties made on 
Gullmaren! 
Dave Butterfield (Dinghy Captain) 
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Winter Rules! 
All racing skippers are reminded of the club’s sailing instructions 
for the autumn, winter and spring series.  These are on page 72 
of the club yearbook, rules 3.7 and 3.10, and replace rule 40.1 in 
the RRS. 
In summary they state that in all races between and including the 
start of the early autumn series and the end of the spring series 
all crew racing must wear lifejackets or buoyancy vests, and all 
racing yachts must have jackstays properly attached.  Race 
control will fly the “Y” flag to confirm this. In recent races it has 
been noticed that several boats do not have jackstays fitted.  This 
is a requirement for any boat wishing to race and failure to comply 
is likely to result in a disqualification. 
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THE FINISH OF THE CLIPPER ROUND THE WORLD 
RACE. 

 
A PROUD MOMENT FOR THE RACE CONTROL TEAM OF 
LYC AS THE 10 STRONG CLIPPER FLEET YACHTS 
APPROACHED LIVERPOOL TO COMPLETE ITS EPIC 
35000 MILE CIRCUMNAVIGATION OF THE WORLD. 
 
On the 29th July 2006 thirteen LYC yachts set off in a race to 
the Bar light at four o’clock in the morning; their objective? To 
rendezvous with the Clipper fleet and welcome them home 
as they came to the official end of their epic circumnavigation 
of the world which had started from Liverpool in September 
2005. Liverpool Yacht Club had had the privilege of 
organising the start of the race from the Pier Head in 2005 
and now following a series of misadventures and damage to 
the Clipper fleet in the South Pacific, it fell to our club to take 
our flag ship and as many LYC yachts to the Bar to finish one 
of the most prestigious yacht races in the world in the full 
glare of the world’s media 
Gullmaren and her skipper, Alan Dickinson did not let us 
down. Gullmaren was expertly and precisely sailed into place 
to set up a perfect finish line between herself and the Bar 
Light. Our small club race was duly finished in good time and 
the crews on our yachts, RIB and Gullmaren had ample time 
to breakfast and gather round the finishing area to await the 
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arrival of the Clippers. 
We were joined by a flotilla of 
press boats, fast reaction navy 
RIBS, television crews, 
Brocklebank and Nick 
Ledingham in his RIB and the 
RIBS of the West Kirby yacht 
club whom Nick had organised 
into a very effective marshalling 
force.  
At eight o’clock as the sun 
burned off the last of the early 
morning mist the first Clipper 
came into sight from the west. It 
was the Clipper representing 
Western Australia. She came 
powering over the line heading 
for Spoil buoy before re-crossing 
the line to win the final leg and 
the overall race. She was quickly 
followed by the other nine 
Clippers with Liverpool 08 being 
narrowly edged out of a podium 
place by New York who took 
third place overall. 
As each Clipper finished her race 
Liverpool bay echoed to the 
sound of our club cannons, Bob 
Baxter provided a fine firework 
display and Karenza somehow 
kept the C.D. player repeating 
‘We are the Champions’ by 
Queen. 
Paul Armitage and Ritchie Elson 
on the Rib managed to get the 
wife of one of the Liverpool 08 
crew alongside as she finished. 
They hadn’t seen each other 
since the South Pacific debacle 
and he thought she was waiting 

for him in the Albert Dock!  
Gullmaren, the LYC yachts, 
press boats, Ribs and Clipper 
fleet then made their way down 
the channel towards the home 
port of Liverpool. It was a 
magnificent sight and a 
beautiful morning. 
Our final duty: to set up the 
grand spectacle of the Clipper 
Return.    
At Crosby buoy the Clippers 
surged over the start line set up 
by Gullmaren and made their 
headlong dash to their final 
destination at the Pier Head. 
They tacked up the river into an 
ever increasing southerly 
breeze and over the line at 
Duke’s buoy where they 
received a great welcome from 
thousands of spectators and so 
home into the Albert Dock. 
 
The yachts that took part in this 
historic event for LYC were: 
Neil Thomas’s Mighty Max, 
Nick Ogden’s Ulula, Mike and 
Judith Inman’s Muscateer, Rod 
Darling’s Lezayre, Paul Boycott 
and Roz Kelly’s Impact, Stu and 
Sue Lofthouse’s Skukusa, John 
Myerscough’s Catch 32, 
Richard Baldwin’s Tango, Jack 
Hilton’s She Fever, Richard 
Mann’s Defiance, Chris Bailey’s 
Chrissie, Rod Simpson’s Rival 
Spirit and Roy Walton’s Silver 
Marine.   J.C. 
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Lock out times? 

  Saturday 04.58 BST!! 
Sunday 06.30 BST!! 

 
No, I wouldn’t have believed it 
either, but honestly, the best 
brains of the Sailing Committee in 
2005 had agonised over all 
permutations and had come to 
the conclusion that if the event 
was to take place at all this was 
the only possible weekend.  
As it happened, even the bit of 
luck we needed to get us all out 
deserted us; Mighty Max and 
Another Nods could not find 
enough water over the sill to 
make it on the Sunday. However, 
that said, the event turned out to 
be the best of the year. Six great 
closely contested races with 14 
yachts in all taking part. 
Racing in three classes for the 
Regatta, Jukebox took the laurels 
in Class1, closely followed by 
Another Nods and Mighty Max, 
Daydream Believer, Dinamite-
Too, Jenevieve and Ulula. 
Skukusa ran away with Class 2, 
with brave efforts from Defiance, 
Quilla and Quattro. 
Hocus Pocus again proved her 
mettle with a fine Regatta win 
closely followed by Tango and 
Catch 32. 
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On Saturday the second race 
was allocated to the Cory Salver 
Trophy which was won by 
Another Nods with Jukebox 
second and Skukusa third 
Careful scrutiny of the finishing 
times on the water of all yachts 
shows how improved our 
yachtsmen have become over 
the last few seasons with barely a 
cigarette paper between most 
boats. 
 
A well deserved pat on the back 
goes to our yachtsmen and the 
race control team ably headed by 
Derek Sparks. Not self praise 
this, but from the skipper of a 
huge 300m container vessel 
approaching the race fleet and 
about to make a complicated 
manoeuvre in the channel at 
C22. The skipper was in contact 
with the harbour authorities on 
Ch 12 expressing his 
nervousness as he approached 
the fleet, but was totally 
reassured by Derek as he in turn 
instructed the racing fleet on the 
situation. Our fleet responded in 
their usual seamanlike way and 
this was confirmed by the 
container vessel skipper who as 
the ‘danger’ passed asked the 
river authorities to pass onto 
Liverpool Yacht Club his 
compliments on their ‘immaculate 
seamanship’!    
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To add to the success of the event the House Committee under 
Mary Dickinson organised a great buffet at the Coburg where 50 
odd members gathered on Saturday after racing where we were all 
entertained by P B and his guitar and a marvellous sing-along. 
So here’s to next year but please S.C. not so bloody early!  

Sea Safety 
RNLI Free Sea Check 

Safety Equipment Advisory check for your boat 
 
The RNLI offers a totally free advisory service provided by local 
advisors on board your boat to check your safety equipment. 
 
This advisory service covers such items as anchors, rescue 
equipment, life-jackets, radio, pyrotechnics, extinguishers, navigation 
equipment, First Aid kit and similar gear relevant to the type of boat 
and sailing area. 
 
You get: 
 
· Free and impartial safety check carried out on board your boat 
 
· Free pack of safety booklets and safety newsletter from the 

RNLI 
 
· Free “Sea Safety Companion” 
 
· Completed Sea Safety Check Form and sticker which may 

attract further benefits from chandlers and insurers 
 
To arrange a visit to your boat by a local advisor, contact the RNLI at: 
 
 http://www.rnli.org.uk  
 http://www.seasafety.org.uk  
 Email: seasafety@rnli.org.uk or 
 
Contact Derek Sparks on 0151 339 3638 or “APERITIF” in Liverpool 
Marina  



A SENSIBLE MOVE OR A 
BRIDGE TOO FAR? 

 
Since January 05, several 
meetings have been held 
between representatives of 
Tranmere Sailing Club and 
Liverpool Yacht Club. The 
purpose of these meetings 
was to identify the potential 
benefits to each club of a 
merger of the two clubs.  The 
final meeting took place in 
January 06 when it was 
agreed that there were 
tangible benefits to a merger 
of the clubs and this 
subsequently received the 
support of the General 
Committee of each club. In 
summary the benefits brought 
by Tranmere to the merged 
club would be: 
 
· A clubhouse 
· 2 boat yards 
· a rescue boat 
· roughly £22,000 
· approximately 110 
members 
· numerous trophies 
· 2 offshore races including 
the North West’s premier 
annual offshore race 
a racing history going back 
over 113 years 

N.B. Many of our sailing 
members keep their boats 
abroad, of those with yachts 
on the river all use the 
marina; some as LYC 
members already. 
 
After some unexpected delay, 
Tranmere Sailing Club held 
an extraordinary general 
meeting of members to 
consider the proposal that 
Tranmere merge with 
Liverpool Yacht Club. The 
proposal was carried with the 
necessary two thirds majority.  
Tranmere is by tradition a 
keel boat sailing club.  
In the past we were very 
active as a racing club and 
hold a pantheon of historic 
trophies to be sailed for.   
The membership favoured 
the proposal as we realise 
that racing, in strength, will 
not return to Tranmere nor 
will a strong cruising fleet.   
We want to see our trophies 
raced for in this area, as they 
always have been.   
 
We also recognise that 
Liverpool Yacht Club is the 
natural choice of partner in 
this regard as both are, 
principally keel boat clubs, 
they sail the same waters 
and, have traditionally drawn 
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their membership like us, 
from a wide geographic area. 
 
Also in the past we had a 
large dinghy fleet; I am 
advised that the water 
between Tranmere and 
Bromborough offers superb 
dinghy sailing for roughly two 
hours at half tide.  
Unfortunately, the 
deterioration of water quality 
in the Mersey provided a 
strong disincentive to dinghy 
sailors and resulted in a 
sharp decline and eventual 
cessation of dinghy sailing 
from Tranmere.  
However, clean water has 
returned to the Mersey 
opening the opportunity to 
bring back dinghy sailing on 
tidal waters.   
 
At a time when Tranmere’s 
membership numbered in 
excess of 300 there was 
always the clubhouse to be 
shared by sailors of keel 
boats (racers and cruisers) 
and dinghies. It provided a 
meeting point and gave the 
opportunity to swap stories 
and exchange interests. The 
clubhouse was enjoyed by 
members and, in return, they 
maintained it. 
 

I believe that the greatest 
benefit to Liverpool members 
is the facility of their own club 
house.  This provides the 
opportunity to socialise in 
friendly surroundings and 
organise social events as you 
wish. In the past we at 
Tranmere took it in turns for 
the crew of each boat in the 
racing fleet to prepare an 
informal dinner for the racing 
fleet. This provided a low cost 
evening for members to 
socialise with the club 
profiting from the bar takings. 
 
On the subject of the 
clubhouse, Tranmere’s is not 
a prestigious building. It is a 
low maintenance building 
with a single club room that 
lends itself to social events. 
There is an upper room used 
for committee meetings. It 
was suggested that the 
clubhouse could be used for 
club nights on Wednesday 
evenings with a second club 
night at the marina on Friday 
evenings. The cost of running 
the clubhouse is minimal, as 
a rule I would expect annual 
running costs to total less 
than the berthing fee for 
Gullmaren. 
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On the financial side of things 
a bar run by members allows 
bar prices to be kept low 
whilst providing a decided 
bonus to club funds.  The 
contribution from bar profits 
has allowed Tranmere to 
keep membership 
subscriptions to a modest £45 
pa (half for members in 
receipt of a state pension). 
 
With regard to sailing, 
Tranmere offers the 
availability of boat moorings.  
These are not likely to be 
attractive to Liverpool boats 
as a permanent alternative to 
a marina berth; however, they 
could be used: 
· on an occasional basis to 
allow boats extended race 
times, 
· or by members seeking 
to, or for a dayboat fleet. 
 
We have two boat yards, one 
which we rent and the other 
which we own. We are 
currently enhancing the 
facilities in the lower boat 
yard and increasing security 
in both yards. Access to the 
yards is by lifting out on to a 
trailer. Accordingly, they 
would not be open to the 
larger vessels at Liverpool. 
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Liverpool Yacht Club has 
been a tremendous success 
story.  
It is now the premier yacht 
club in the North West and 
has a burgeoning 
membership. Its success has 
been based on the attraction 
of marina berthing over the 
alternative of keeping a boat 
on a swinging mooring. 
However, without a 
clubhouse it will continue to 
thrive for as long as all boats 
are based in the same 
marina. It is likely that another 
marina will be developed 
within the next 5 years, 
possibly 10 years.  
If, as is likely, a second 
marina offers a longer time 
window for access to the 
river, and therefore more time 
on the water on a single tide, 
boats will leave Liverpool 
marina and the racing fleet 
will be split.  
In effect this could mirror the 
fortunes of Tranmere Sailing 
Club; we took the Canute 
option and refused to believe 
that the inevitable would 
happen.  
I sincerely hope that Liverpool 
Yacht Club recognises the 
inevitable and plans 
accordingly. 



I suggest that by embracing 
the opportunity to acquire a 
land base, the spectre of 
disintegration of sailing 
activities could be avoided. A 
central meeting point for one 
club sailing on the Mersey 
provides the opportunity to 
coordinate sailing from 
different bases and retain the 
identity and esprit de corps of 
the one club. 
 
The most valuable asset of 
any club is its members. They 
represent the lifeblood of the 
club and provide the 
achievements on which the 
reputation of a club is 
founded. I believe that a 
merger with Tranmere Sailing 
Club would be in the long 
term interests of Liverpool 
Yacht Club and for this 
reason if a vote on the 
merger proposal is called I 
would urge you to vote in 
favour.   
 
Without a clubhouse 
Liverpool only has 
subscriptions and race fees 
as recurring sources of 
income. Occasional income 
sources are, I understand, 
sponsorship funding and 
Gullmaren’s service charge 
for third party races.   
 
 

A merger offers two additional 
sources of income (bar profits 
and yard fees) which have 
potential to substantially 
increase total income.   
 
Finally, Tranmere offers a 
presence on the Wirral 
where, it is likely, that a dock 
based marina will be 
developed offering half tide 
access. Moreover, it is based 
in an area planned for 
regeneration which can only 
enhance the present location 
of the clubhouse. 
 
If, having read the above, you 
wish to find out more about 
Tranmere or have any 
feedback on the above 
(negative and positive) 
please contact: 
Tudor Goodman, Gordon 
Dewar, Dave Unthank, Stuart 
Lofthouse or Keith Davies at 
LYC, Jim Gavin at LBSA, Bill 
Hirst at TSC 
(william.hirst@ntlworld.com) 
 
Any comments by LYC 
members should be 
submitted in writing to the 
LYC secretary Roz, and 
posted in the club box in the 
foyer. 
Thank you for taking the 
trouble to read this article. 
 
Tudor Goodman 
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DAY SKIPPER 
OBAN 

 
 
Saturday 23rd July 2006 
Aquila, a Bruce Roberts 345. 
 
 
We were to meet at Oban. I 
got there early and was 
blessed by an empty road, on 
a beautiful summer’s day. I 
was first there and took the lie 
of the land: the car park, the 
chippy, the few pubs and the 
North Pier. Eventually the 
others arrived, first Pauline 
and Tim and then Billy and 
Lynn. 
 
There was no sign of the boat 
and we all tried to guess 
where it would eventually 
come from; suddenly it was 
upon us and there on the 
deck was the atypical master 
yachtsman and dour Scot we 
were to either love or hate 
over the next five days. We 
should have known what we 
were in for when we saw that 
he needed no help mooring 
up; in fact he positively 
ignored our amateur attempts 
to help and cruised alongside 
the jetty, unimpressed by his 
own ease of control; unlike us 
awed by his talent! 

 
 
There was no hanging 
around, a briefing and we 
were off and heading for our 
first stop at Fishnish Bay. I 
remember very little of 
Fishnish Bay, except for 
sailing past a headland 
adorned with the statue of a 
kilted highlander, and Brian’s 
excellent salmon and pesto 
sauce evening meal which set 
the standard for us all for the 
rest of the week.  
The plan from there was to 
take turns at skippering the 
boat; that meant no help and 
a complete say in what the 
boat and its crew had to do. 
 
That evening Tim, who so far 
thought Lynn incapable of 
swearing, experienced his 
first spasm of silent laughter 
as he was entertained by Bill 
and Lynn’s double-act.  
Later he could suppress his 
laughter no longer and fled to 
the deck on hearing Lynn 
berating Billy within what she 
thought were the safe 
confines of what we labelled 
The Bridal Suite.  
In short she was fed up with 
Billy “f****** dithering about 
again”. 
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He slated each of my faults 
and forced me to methodically 
work through each of my 
errors, by which time the crew 
were getting wetter and 
wetter and cursing under their 
breath about my apparent 
inadequacies. With this in 
mind I ordered them to drop 
anchor. Brian screamed “No!” 
but too late, so we then had 
to up anchor and move to a 
better site.  
 
Eventually we retired to our 
berths and the day was 
possibly redeemed by an 
excellent evening meal of 
sausage and mash cooked up 
by Pauline; so ended my first 
attempt at being a Day 
Skipper. 
 
Next day it was Pauline’s turn 
to take charge. She was 
doing Coastal Skipper, a 
more difficult challenge. And 
so we headed off for our next 
destination, Sanna Bay.  
It was a tricky entry and 
Pauline had to make use of a 
transit gleaned from an 
Admiralty manual, which was 
to be the first of our 
experience on the vagaries of 
transits.  
 
 

Following our anchor at 
Fishnish Bay it was my turn to 
skipper the boat to a small 
cove round Auliston Point 
called Loch Droma Buidhe. I 
briefed the crew about the 
journey and made them 
aware of any issues or 
concerns, including the need 
to look out for submarines. 
Like the others I took the role 
seriously, and decided at this 
point that I would be content 
to learn and improve my 
skills, and that the title of Day 
Skipper would be an added 
bonus. Amazingly, I think I 
meant it! 
 
The cove was a natural 
protection against the wind 
and I decided on anchoring 
up to the starboard side after 
entry. So far the journey had 
been pretty basic and I was 
feeling quite competent about 
it all. Just as I decided on a 
spot to anchor the heavens 
opened up and we had more 
rain in that hour than we had 
for the rest of the week. Billy 
and Pauline were ready on 
the anchor when Brian, who 
we now realised was the 
epitome of the dour Scot, 
decided it was time for a 
lesson on how to do it 
properly.  
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learning curve. I shall 
therefore never forget what a 
‘Perch’ is. I didn’t know but 
was able to tell Brian I knew 
somebody who did, as I 
remembered Pauline referring 
to it on the chart.  
 
At the bay we pumped up the 
dinghy and rowed ashore to 
have a few pints and a 
shower. It was an excellent 
respite and we encountered 
an endearing barmaid called 
Mary who made us aware of 
her contempt for the local 
shop, which appeared to be 
run by a hippy vegetarian and 
housed a thousand varieties 
of Pesto Sauce but often ran 
out of basics like tea, bread 
and milk. On the way back in 
the dark I had to row again 
and on cue managed to lose 
an oar. Fortunately Brian was 
able to rescue the moment 
and we all went to bed feeling 
happy and ready for the next 
day. 
 
Today it was Pauline’s turn to 
take us to Galmisdale Bay on 
the isle of Eigg. On the way 
we spotted a black line across 
the sea, which turned out to 
be a huge shoal of fish being 
rounded up by unseen 
predators, pushed into a 

From the beginning Lynn had 
decided to be an observer 
and help in the galley. I 
probably benefited most from 
this as I did not have to cook 
and when it was my turn at 
Sanna Bay she served up a 
delightful Moussaka.  
Later in the week she grew 
more confident and took up 
the helm. At one stage she 
appeared to progress that 
rapidly she took on the 
mannerisms of Brian the 
skipper and began to play the 
role of the dour Scot.  
This involved challenging the 
competence of the rest of the 
crew. It is said that she was 
heard to mutter about the 
inability of some crew 
members to give clear 
instructions. 
 
Next day to my surprise I was 
skipper again and was told to 
head for Glenuig Bay. The 
journey was fairly uneventful 
apart from Brian’s decision to 
practice Man Overboard. 
Each of us had a number of 
goes and also had to do it 
under sail. Brian of course 
made sure that each time it 
happened we were totally 
unprepared. Once again 
anchoring proved a problem 
and I experienced a rapid 



thrashing mass panic which 
beat like heavy rain on the 
glass-like roof of the loch.   
An amazing sight we were 
privileged to witness. Pauline 
had the task of working her 
way through three charts and 
three possible routes into the 
bay but managed it all with 
aplomb. 
 
Tim who had to negotiate 
another tricky transit on the 
isle of Muck - a red barn roof 
and a dyke, followed Pauline. 
The dyke threw us all into 
disarray at first but eventually 
we figured it out and moored 
up safely. It was a beautiful 
evening and a man on the 
next boat rowed across and 
gave us some fresh 
mackerel, which Tim served 
up the next day for lunch. The 
stranger was very friendly 
and was wearing a T-shirt 
with the words ‘Sail Fast’ on 
the front and ‘Live Slow’ on 
the back. This captured all 
our imaginations and we all 
agreed it was the ideal name 
for a boat. 
 
That evening, just before dark 
and under a brilliant red sky, 
Pauline skippered us down to 
the town of Tobermoray. For 
most of us it was our first 

night passage and we were 
all anxious and exhilarated in 
anticipation of a new 
experience. Pauline looked 
as if she’d done it all before 
but probably went through a 
packet of cigarettes doing it.  
 
It was all a very special 
experience and although we 
never got to bed till 3am we 
will all treasure the memory. 
We’ll not forget the lights of 
the other boats sometimes 
bearing down on us, or the 
friendly lights of buoys and 
lighthouses talking to us 
through the night, the light in 
the sky over Tobermoray and 
the silence as we cruised in 
looking for a mooring. Pauline 
confirmed that she had 
eyesight like a cat and 
through her we explored the 
full potential of Tobermoray 
harbour. I decided to 
celebrate our arrival with a 
drop of scotch, placed it on 
the cushion next to me from 
where it decided to jump out 
onto the floor, find the only 
piece of metal and smash 
itself to pieces and disappear 
into the bilge. Fortunately 
Pauline saved the day by 
opening a bottle of port, and 
once again we went to bed 
with a smile on our face. 
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In the morning we practised 
mooring. I was first and whilst 
congratulating myself on the 
ease with which I appeared to 
dock Lynn pointed out, before 
Brain did, that I was moored 
alongside the fuel pump and 
a big sign, which said, “Don’t 
Moor Here Unless You Are 
Getting Fuel”. After Tim and 
Pauline had a turn we went 
ashore for an hour. I chose to 
sit with half a lager outside a 
local pub; the others went 
shopping and Tim bought his 
dad a bottle of Oban malt 
whisky. 
 
On returning to the boat I was 
given my final skippering task 
of taking us out of 
Tobermoray and down to 
Loch Aline. This time my 
problem was getting off the 
mooring and Brian pointed 
out the need for thinking 
clearly about the wind, the 
way the boat kicks, the tide 
as you reverse out, and then 
showed us out to determine 
which way a boat kicked 
when in reverse. Then to the 
cheers and handclapping of 
the people on the next boat, 
mainly out of relief, we 
slipped out of Tobermoray 
and headed for our final stop 
before Oban. 

At Loch Aline we once again 
were unable to find the 
transit, but a number of 
boats, including the local ferry 
were able to make the way in 
pretty obvious and, learning 
from my previous experience, 
was able to anchor up without 
any difficulty. Brian actually 
congratulated me on making 
the intelligent decision not to 
use the moorings.  
 
It was a lovely peaceful 
evening and following a 
beautifully cooked meal by 
Tim we chatted to the man on 
the next boat who appeared 
to be a little eccentric.Tim, 
feeling the need to celebrate 
decided to open his bottle of 
Oban Malt. We assisted him 
in finishing it and slept like 
babies. 
 
On the last day Tim, 
hangover and all, took us 
back to Oban and we moored 
alongside another boat, tidied 
up and went ashore. We all 
decided to stay the night in 
Oban and have a few pints. 
Early the next day I headed 
home, smug as a teenager, 
six pounds fatter, full of 
bonhomie and chewing on 
the fact I was now a Day 
Skipper. John Blackall 
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Leg 7 Clipper Race—
An Account 

 
My name is Glyn Davies; I 
have been a member of the 
LYC for about 2 years. I 
joined the club to get some 
sailing experience prior to my 
competing in a leg of the 
Clipper 05/06 Round the 
world yacht race. I competed 
in leg 7 on Liverpool 08 from 
the Caribbean to Liverpool. 
The route was Jamaica to 
New York – New York to 
Jersey – Jersey to Liverpool 
(via Holyhead). 
 
On June 12 2006, just over a 
month after we were due to 
originally travel to Curacao, a 
group of us Leg 7’ers set off 
from Manchester Airport to 
Jamaica. On June 18 we sat 
at the marina restaurant, 
watching the boats arriving 
after a 3 day race from the 
Atlantic end of the Panama 
Canal; Liverpool 08 
unfortunately arrived in 9th 
place. I had not seen some of 
the crew since they had left 
Liverpool in September last 
year and meeting them again 
was a slightly strange 
experience; they were clearly 
disappointed with the result of 
the last leg. 

It was clear from when we 
joined the boat that timings 
for the race were now driven 
by the schedule. Rumours 
were rife that, if the winds 
were light, we would be 
motoring for the first part of 
the race to New York; this 
was confirmed by the skipper 
just before race start. So we 
set off from Port Antonio in 
the usual formation, hoisted 
sails and positioned 
ourselves for the start. This 
was it!  
We raced across the start line 
and pointed towards New 
York. As soon as we were out 
of sight of the crowds, on 
went the engine, down came 
the headsails and we started 
motor sailing towards New 
York. It was slightly 
disappointing that we were 
not actually racing from the 
start but there were 
consolations; swimming on a 
glassy Caribbean sea in the 
Windward Passage between 
Haiti and Cuba with 2000 
metres of water below you 
was one of them. The race 
actually started about 36 
hours later with a Le Mans 
start somewhere to the lower 
end of the Bahamas. The 
boats lined up, headsails 
down, and at the start gun 



23 

headsails were allowed to be 
hoisted. You are required to 
stay on the same point of sail 
for 10 minutes after the start 
so as soon as that time had 
come, a spinnaker was 
hoisted and off we went to 
New York; we were finally 
racing. 
 
It was hot and sticky for the 
sail up to New York; below 
decks was hotter and stickier. 
Off watch it was difficult to 
sleep due to the heat, the 
limited number of fans kept 
the air moving slightly and 
you had to sleep in the 
minimum amount of clothes. 
The hatches were kept open 
to help keep the air moving 
even though notices said 
“keep closed at sea”.  
The watch system on 
Liverpool 08 was a 4 hour 
watch during the day and 3 
hours at night changing over 
at 09:00 and 21:00 system. 
Also 3 of the ‘off watch’ were 
on ‘standby’. For me the 
midnight to 03:00 watch was 
the worst; it was just dark. In 
the watch before you had the 
sunset and the watch after 
you had the sunrise. 
 
 
 

When flying the spinnaker, of 
course, constant trimming is 
required. We spent endless 
watches on the same point 
flying the kite. Standing on 
the rail by the mast shouting 
“Trim”….”Hold” whilst the 
person on the winch reacted 
to your command; grinding in 
or easing out. Because of the 
concentration, continual 
watching of the front edge of 
the sail and holding the sheet, 
we swapped around every 
half an hour with a stiff neck 
and hands. There were times, 
when woken for watch, that I 
would listen to hope not to 
hear “trim”….”hold”- oh no not 
another 4 hours of trimming; 
most of the trip was kite work.  
Once hoisted, the head of the 
spinnaker had to be secured 
by another means as well as 
the halyard. This meant 
sweating someone to the top 
of the 100ft mast to attach 
either a second halyard or 
strop arrangement. On our 
watch, I and Laura Brown 
(another LYC member) were 
the harness people. Being 
sweated up to the top of the 
mast was an experience. If 
the boat was bouncing 
around - so did you. I 
managed to crack a rib on 
one of the spreaders. 
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Bouncing around whilst 100ft 
in the air and tying a bowline 
to the head of the spinnaker 
is quite a challenge. The 
strop arrangement was used 
so that once attached it could 
be tripped from the base of 
the mast. This meant that if a 
spinnaker peel was required it 
could be carried out without 
sending someone up the top 
of the mast to recover the 
second halyard. 
Once peeled, of course, 
someone still had to attach 
the strop to the new kite. 
 
We were well crewed on leg 
7; due to its popularity we had 
a full crew of 17. We also had 
a journalist and a cameraman 
for bits of the leg. 
This meant that there were 
not enough bunks. There 
were some in the Cheese pit 
and the bow but it would be 
impossible to sleep in there 
due to the smell. This meant 
that we had to ‘hot bunk’. This 
wasn’t much of a problem, it 
simply meant that I had to 
keep my personal stuff tidy in 
the storage space and not 
leave it scattered all over the 
bunk. 
Due to the amount of crew it 
meant that about every 9 
days or so you were on 

Mother watch; this meant that 
for 24 hours you were taken 
out of the normal watch 
system and with a member of 
the opposite watch you 
prepared meals. This had 
enormous benefits, you got 
practically a full night of sleep 
and, providing the boat was 
not healed too far, the work 
was easy. Although the meals 
were still given their 
traditional names the concept 
of breakfast, lunch and dinner 
were a little abstract due to 
the sleep patterns. For 
breakfast it was cereal and 
bacon and eggs (if we had 
any left) or porridge or 
pancakes. Lunch was usually 
sandwiches and dinner was 
something out of a tin. Cooks 
imagination were tested to 
the full to attempt to liven up 
the basic tins available.  
 
The New York stopover was 
fantastic. Although now 
reduced to 4 days, we 
managed to get the cleaning 
and maintenance finished 
and had 2 full days off; I did 
my best to catch all the sites. 
We were due to leave on 4th 
July. The port authority would 
not let us onto the river so on 
the morning of 5th July we set 
off in the pouring rain.  
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A few turns in front of the 
Statue of Liberty for the 
cameras and then off. Ahead 
of us was the Atlantic and 
crossing it was one of the 
major reasons I had decided 
to do this thing. 
 
The temperature as we 
started to cross the Atlantic 
started to cool. It made it 
more comfortable below 
decks but after a while 
everything started to have a 
damp feel about it and then a 
stale, damp smell; this I found 
extremely uncomfortable, 
especially my sleeping bag.  
I was expecting heavier 
weather on the Atlantic 
crossing; I can’t decide if I 
was relieved or disappointed. 
It was pretty calm most of the 
way on our chosen route and 
as you probably know that 
was our downfall. However 
there were some scary bits: 
 
The wind was building 
gradually and we seemed to 
be flying downwind. The 
apparent wind was gusting 
too high for the spinnaker. 
We were pushing it. We hung 
on for a while, maybe too 
long, but it was time to get the 
spinnaker down. Due to the 
wind strength, the skipper 

would not let anyone go to 
the end of the pole to trip the 
kite in the usual way. So the 
only way to drop the kite was 
to let the working guy loose 
allowing the kite to fly around 
to leeward. The kite could 
then be hauled in using the 
lazy guy dragged through the 
letterbox. This would have 
been fine had the spinnaker 
halyard not snagged during 
the drop. The sail filled again 
and we were dragged over 
sideways. I can remember 
watching the boom drag in 
the water it felt like the boat 
was on its edge and ready to 
capsize at any moment. 
Practically all the crew where 
on deck and with all of us 
dragging on the sail it was 
almost impossible to drag it in 
as it was now dragging in the 
water. After what seemed an 
age we managed to recover 
it. During the activity we 
hadn’t noticed that, when the 
guy was let loose, the 
spinnaker pole flew forward 
with such force that when it 
hit the forestay it snapped in 
two. Fortunately Clippers 
carry 2 poles for gybeing so 
we still had one pole. We had 
to dip pole gybe until we 
could repair the damaged 
one. Amazingly the spinnaker 
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did not receive much 
damage. 
The other incident was when 
the clew of the Yankee 1 sail 
ripped off by the sheer force 
of the wind and perhaps a bit 
of over-trimming. I and 
another crew member spent 
our next day’s watches 
sewing it back on. The only 
area big enough to carry out 
sail repairs was the saloon 
floor. And of course life still 
goes on so while we were 
working on the sail the other 
watch still had to eat etc in 
the saloon. Also, while we 
were working on the sail, the 
head of a spinnaker ripped 
off. So we had 2 sail repair 
teams working in the already 
limited space of the saloon. 
Again due to light winds, the 
race was shortened. So 17 
days after leaving New York 
we crossed the finish line and 
started motoring towards 
Jersey. This would have 
made arrival time about 03:00 
am but the powers that be 
wanted us to arrive at a 
crowd friendly time so we had 
to hang around until 08:00. 
Jersey was an excellent 
stopover. Not least because 
my wife flew out to meet me 
and I got 3 brilliant nights in a 
hotel; clean sheets, a bath 

and a bed.  
 
The race up to Holyhead was 
good. Crossing the Channel 
was scary in the dark – lights 
everywhere. Later I came up 
on deck into brilliant sunshine 
to find us hugging the coast 
of Wales. It was brilliant to 
have a win and be the first to 
arrive in Holyhead. There 
seemed to be reporters 
everywhere. We arrived at 
06:00 and at 18:00 the same 
day we started the race from 
Holyhead to Liverpool. The 
start was brilliant - all the 
yachts close racing, 
spinnakers flying sun setting - 
brilliant. 
 
Of course the homecoming 
was something I was looking 
forward to; the final race from 
Holyhead finished at the Bar. 
The race plan had several 
different scenarios depending 
on what time the lead boat 
reached certain waypoints so 
that we finished at the bar at 
about the right time. I 
remember stepping up on 
deck and we were at the Bar. 
We had managed to just beat 
Victoria into 3rd place and 
there were yachts from LYC 
around us, it was an 
emotional moment. 
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We were all taking turns to 
hold a glass of fizzy white 
wine and have our photos 
taken on the helm. At the end 
of the photo session I found 
myself on the helm. I was not 
complaining. We then started 
plodding up the Mersey 
estuary in a vague kind of 
formation. We then had to 
line up for the “Liverpool 08 
Dash”. I assumed that the 
skipper would take the helm 
for the race as it was quite 
windy and tight in the river. 
When he asked me if I was 
happy on the helm of course I 
nodded. For me the next 30 
minutes was one of the best 
times of the whole 
experience. I was on the 
helm, we were beating up the 
river, I was going home, and 
to top it all – ‘Impact’ (the 
LYC yacht I have sailed with 
many times) came past us 
close enough for the crew to 
recognise me on the helm; it 
felt brilliant, I felt like a real 
sailor– it can’t get much 
better than that. After 
dropping and flaking the 
headsails and mainsail we 
paraded up and down the 
river for the crowds. We then 
entered the Canning Half 
Tide dock, the welcome we 
received was really fantastic. 

When we finally entered the 
Albert Dock and did a turn 
around it was even more 
fantastic. 
 
Overall, I enjoyed the 
experience; there were more 
highs than lows. I wouldn’t do 
it again; I couldn’t go that long 
again without creature 
comforts and I could never 
have done the whole thing. 
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Reviewed by Neil Thomas 
 
A few nights ago Adam Kyffin 
& I were discussing Float 
Spinnaker Drops while the 
girls were in the loo… You 
know how they always go in 
pairs, or threes, or 
whatever… So we had loads 
of time… How sad is Brandy, 
Coffee, & Float Drops? 
 
The Flash II boys and girls 
had spent several afternoons 
practising before Cork, and 
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indeed it showed out in 
Ireland… Well done them 
indeed. 
 
Back on Mighty Max we 
needed something similar, so 
I spent all last Saturday 
morning looking in 
Mailspeed’s books for 
something to use as a 
practise manual to get all the 
crew up to speed before 
going out on the water. I 
found The Offshore Race 
Crew’s Manual  to be just the 
job. If you are not certain 
when a float drop is essential, 
read on… 
 
Stuart Quarrie has a superb 
provenance for this sort of 
thing… 4 Admirals Cup 
campaigns do not come 
easily, nor without a learning 
curve… Stuart passes on his 
knowledge in an easily read 
style with some essential and 
very clear line drawings of 
where the ropes go, and who 
pulls ‘em! 
 
He breaks the individual bits, 
tacking, gybing etc down into  
 
a. Crew work by manoeuvre, 
and  
b. Crew work by position. 
 

There are then separate 
chapters on trim, setting up 
for an offshore race, 
victualling, and heavy 
weather. 
 
At 170 pages it is quite 
expensive at £23, but it is 
hard back, and should last a 
lifetime… If you are feeling 
tight, much cheaper to get it 
from the library and then 
make loads of notes! 
 
It is the work of one evening 
on the word processor to get 
“Crib Sheets” made up for 
different crew positions, 
tailored to your own boat, and 
then talk the crew through 
one or two manoeuvres at a 
time, before actually going 
out on the water to practise. 
 
Those with long memories 
may remember that Pete 
Growcoot ran some training 
sessions some years ago on 
the finer points of race boat 
handling… Perhaps a 
combination of ideas from 
Stuart’s book, plus some 
specific training on the water 
might go down well in the 
coming winter. 
 
Cheers, Neil. 
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Questions and Answers 
 
Any nautical questions you may have, please send them to the editor at 
grapevine_lyc@yahoo.co.uk and they,with the answer, will be published. 
 
Q: What are the names of the racing crew positions, where 
are they positioned on the boat and what are their duties? 
Where do they learn their skills? - JH. 
 
A:  The names of the racing crew positions and what they do 
varies greatly depending on the size of the boat, the type of 
the boat (asymmetric/conventional), the make of the boat and 
the crew numbers. The basic positions are as follows: 
 
1. Helm: Steers the boat, usually skipper. 
2. Navigator/tactician: Does the chart work, calls the tactics; 
sometimes done by the helm. 
3. Mainsheet trimmer: Responsible for setting the mainsail, 
using mainsheet, traveller, and sail controls; works in close 
liaison with helm. 
4. Genoa trimmer: Trims genoa sheet and adjusts genoa cars 
as necessary; also does spinnaker trimming. When not 
trimming, joins rail crew for additional balance. 
5. Genoa wincher/grinder: Assists genoa trimmer by letting 
the sheet go on a tack or gybe, preps lazy sheet for next 
tack/gybe.  Adjusts spinnaker guy when asked to by 
spinnaker trimmer (conventional spinnaker), winches 
spinnaker sheet for trimmer, prepares sheets for spinnaker 
gybe. When not grinding, joins rail crew for additional 
balance. 
6. Pitman: Controls halyards in cockpit, winching and 
jamming as necessary. Also makes sure that all halyards and 
other controls led through the jammers are untangled and 
don’t jam. On an asymmetric boat also pulls pole out and 
prepares tack line. When not tailing/tidying, joins rail crew for 
additional balance. 
7. Mast Man: responsible for all things at mast such as 
spinnaker pole, halyards, clew and vang (as main trimmer 
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calls it) etc.; in control of hoists, watching for jams and the 
bow calling problems. When not working, joins rail crew for 
additional balance. 
8. Foredeck: Works in front of mast, attaching and lowering 
headsails, spinnaker, end of spinnaker pole and skirting. 
Runs everything ‘north of the mast’, if they disagree with the 
lightweights in the cockpit, or are not ready for a manoeuvre, 
they yell loud. When not working, joins rail crew for additional 
balance. 
9. Rail crew: Ballast, sitting on the windward (high) side most 
of the time. Sometimes does things the mast man can’t do as 
they’re too busy, and then looks pretty / handsome and 
makes helpful comments thereafter. 
 
All the positions on a boat tend to learn from experience 
(racing and practise). The various crew roles can read books 
(see page 27) and magazine articles on how best to do what 
they do. It is always good to read up on technique but being 
out there doing it, making mistakes and learning from them is 
the best way to learn. 

1/2 3 
4/5 6 9 7 8 

Basic deck plan showing the positions of the 
different crew roles on a boat. 
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Winner Owain Matthews, Dinghy Challenge 2006. 
Photo courtsey of Steve Harrison 

Youngest competitor Tim Blanchard, Dinghy Challenge 2006 
Photo courtsey of Steve Harrison 
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YACHT FOR SALE 
 

PACESETTER 28 
   ‘Ameera’ 

 
Ex. CONDITION 

(New Engine + New Sails) 
 

LIFTING KEEL 
IDEAL FOR COASTAL AND OFFSHORE SAILING 

 Based Liverpool Marina 
Photographs available 

& 
FULL INVENTORY FROM 

andyfreeney@gmail.com 
or 

leave contact details on 
07785 376 170 

YACHT FOR SALE 
Moody Eclipse 33 Deck Saloon 1990 

Volo Penta T 43hp. LOA 9.91m, New rigging and other  
equipment. 

Available as whole or part share. 
Further details: 01244 661 306.  



 
Darren and Marie got married in Australia on 12th August 
2006. The wedding was attended by 70+ friends and 
relatives from Australia and the UK, including members of our 
old clubs Townsville Cruising Yacht Club, and Townsville 
Renegade Yacht Club as well as Annie Ward from LYC who 
was a bridesmaid.  
 
They had a wonderful honeymoon, which began with 
delivering a brand new Bavaria 38 to Hamilton Island, in the 
Whitsundays, for the 2006 Hahn Premium Hamilton Island 
Race Week which is the Aussie equivalent of Cowes. 
 
Darren and Marie met at Hammo in 2003. Marie was in 
Australia for a very late gap year and racing on Koomaloo. 
Kooma's a pretty wooden boat and has won 2 Sydney to 
Hobart races.    
 
We wish Darren and Marie all the very best for the future and 
a long and prosperous life together. 

12th August 2006, Florence 
Bay, Magnetic Island, just 
off Townsville, Far North 
Queensland, Australia  
 
Photo courtesy of Darren and 
Marie O'Mullane  
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